Saddleback  pastor  Warren  declines  NAMB  post 

MISSION  VIEJO,  Calif.  (ABP)  Warren,  who  founded  Sad-  tion  to  be  the  most  stfategic  one  exploratory  conversation"  with 
—  Rick  Warren,  pastor  of  one  of  dleback  Valley  Community  in  the  SBC,  God  has  not  several  persons,  and  trial 
the  fastest-growing  churches  in  Church  in  Mission  Viejo,  Calif.,  released  me  from  my  call  to  Warren  "was  talked  to  a  second 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  in  1980  and  developed  it  into  Saddleback  Church,  so  I  cannot  time  in  the  process. 

(SBC),  has  turned  down  an  invi-  one  of  the  largest  churches  in  accept  your  nomination."  The  incorporators  group  was 

tation  to  become  the  first  presi-  the  country,  tola  the  committee  Warren  was  the  first  and  chosen  to  recommend  a  presi 
dent  of  the  North  American  seeking  a  NAMB  president:  unanimous  choice  of  the  13-  dent  for  NAMB,  but  only  thi 
Mission  Board  (NAMB).  "Although  I  consider  this  posi-  member  incorporators  group  trustees  of  the  new  agency  car 


Jot  unto  you  is  born  tkis  day 
in  the  city  of ‘David  a  Savior, 
which  is  Christ  the  Lord. 


The 
Second 
Front  Page 


officers  selected 


New  officers  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board,  from  left,  are  Robert  Upchurch,  Tupelo, 
chairman;  Mrs.  Sue  Dockery,  Jackson,  secretary;  and  David 
Sellers,  pastor  of  Tylertown  Church,  Tylertown,  vice  chairman. 


Published  Since  1877 


Memphis  hospital  signs  casino  contract 
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By  William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 

Editor 


Baptist  Memorial  Health 
Care  System,  Inc.  (BMHCS)  in 
Mempnis  has  contracted 
through  a  DeSoto  County 
branch  hospital  to  provide 
health  care  services  for  employ¬ 
ees  of  Grand  Casino  in  Tunica 
County,  and  the  agreement  is 
raising  eyebrows  among 
Mississippi  Baptists. 

That's  because  BMHCS  is 
one-third  owned  by 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
(MBC),  which  for  several  years 
has  opposed  the  legalization 
and  rapid  spread  of  casinos 
around  the  state. 

John  N.  Robbins,  BMHCS 
executive  vice-president,  con¬ 
firmed  the  contract  Dec.  3  and 
issued  the  following  statement: 

"Baptist  Memorial  Health 
Care  provides  industrial  health 
nurse  services  such  as  wellness  applies  only  to 
and  preventative  medicine  for 
many  corporations  in  the  Mid- 
Soutn. 

"It  is  the  mission  of  Baptist 
Memorial  Health  Care  to  serve 
the  health  needs  of  all  people 
within  our  geographic  area  and 
literally  around  the  world. 

"We  provide  compassionate 
care  in  tne  name  of  Christ  to  all 
people  regardless  of  race,  reli¬ 
gion,  vocation,  or  lifestyle. 

"At  the  same  time,  we  are 
most  sentitive  to  the  moral  con¬ 
cerns  of  those  of  the  Baptist  faith 
and  seek  to  uphold  basic 
Christian  principles  in  represent¬ 
ing  this  institution  to  others." 

Robbins  stressed  that  BMHCS 
is  opposed  to  gambling,  but  at 


Robbins  said  BMHCS  will  keep  gam 
remain  sensitive  to  the  con-  Av/esti 
cems  of  the  three  state  Baptist  policy  the 
conventions  affiliated  with  the  BMHCS  i 
health  care  system  —  product  ( 
Mississippi,  Arkansas,  and  contradic 
Tennessee  —  by  taking  such^  positions 
measures  is  turning  down  issues, 
invitations  to  provide  exhibits  "We  fi 
at  health  fairs  and  convention  stand  hi 
the  meetings  being  held  at  casinos.  Grand  Q 
Mississippi  is  currently  the  to  the 
only  state  of  the  three  that  Baptists, 
allows  casino  gambling. 

Arkansas  voters  recently 
turned  down  a  proposal  to  open 
that  state  to  casino  gambling, 
and  Tennesseans  have  also  been 
successful  in  keeping  casino 
gambling  out  of  their  state. 

Robbins  also  pointed  out 
that  the  Grand  Casino  contract 
»  casino  employ¬ 
ees  at  an  on-site  clinic,  with 
emphases  on  prevention  and 
wellness,  and  does  not  involve 
services  to  casino  patrons. 

Paul  G.  Jones  II,  executive 
director  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  (MBC) 

Christian  Action  Commisison 
(CAC)  commended  BMHCS 
for  its  years  of  Baptist  service  to 
the  residents  of  the  three-state 
area,  but  he  questioned  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  the  casino  contract  in 
fight  of  strong  Baptist  opposi¬ 
tion  to  legalized  gambling. 

"The  churches  of  the  MBC 
have  long  appreciated  the  min- 
health  services  pro- 


First,  Jackson's  Christmas  program 
to  air  on  ABC  television  network 


FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP)  —  On  Christmas  vision  services  at  the  RTVC 
Eve  a  one-hour  music  special  from  First  duction  staff  and  equipmen 
Church,  Jackson,  will  be  broadcast  by  the  ABC  the  taping.  We'll  be  editing 
television  network  following  its  regularly  our  facility  in  Fort  Worth  fc* 
scheduled  program  "Nightline/''  The  program's  producer 

Called  JA  Christmas  Celebration,"  the  pro-  award-winning  producer  fc 

g-am  is  being  produced  by  the  Southern  Baptist  In  1995  First  Church  wo 
onvention  (SBC)  Radio  and  Television  with  the  RTVC  to  produce 
Commission  (RTVC)  in  cooperation  with  First  for  ABC.  Hargis  also  produ 
Church.  "Pam  Warren  (the  churc 

"A  Christmas  Celebration"  features  a  400-  and  the  media  volunteers  < 
voice  choir  and  a  50-piece  orchestra  under  the  job  of  showcasing  the  c 
direction  of  Larry  Black,  the  church's  minister  orchestra  that  we  wantq^t* 
of  music.  The  annual  event  attracts  thousands  in  producing  the  Christmas 
of  people  to  multiple  performances  dyring  the  year,"  he  said.  "The  church 
Christmas  season  mier  music  programs  in  the 

"From  Dec.  13  through  Dec.  15  we  will  be  a  wonderful  television  mini 
taping  several  live  performances  of  the  church's  Frank  Pollard,  pastor  i 
annual  'Carols  by  Candlelight,'  which,  after  preacher  for  both  the  radio 
editing,  will  be  the  program  presented  on  The  Baptist  Hour,"  which 
ABC, ''said  Bob  Thornton,  vice  president  of  tele-  by  the  RTVC. 


istry  ani 
vided  by  BMHCS. 

"The  recent  decision  by 
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Overcoming  'Christmas  blues'  possible 


called  the  Seasonal  Affective 
istrnas  Disorder  (SAD).  According  to 
many  "USA  Today  Magazine/  as 
If  one  many  as  30  million  Americans 
erfect,  suffer  from  some  degree  of  SAD. 
ipoint-  Medical  researchers  have 

e  is  no  found  that  the  increased  dark- 
also  a  ness  during  the  winter  months 
3r  the  results  in  an  increase  of  the  hor¬ 
mone  melatonin,  which  makes 
ins  is  people  sleepy  and  sad. 
iortant  "Our  eyes  send  more  than 

images  to  our  brain," 
explains  A1  Lewy, 
professor  of  Ophthal- 


of  depression  every  time  the 
holiday  season  rolls  around. 

There  really  is  such  a  thing 
as  the  Christmas  blues,  accorcL 
ing  to  Bradley  Pope,  a  licensed 
professional  counselor  with 
The  Shepherd's  Staff,  a 
Christian  marriage  &  family 
counseling  center  in  Jackson. 
"Holidays  are  traditional 
times,"  Pope 
10  grew  up  in 


By  Carl  M.  White 

Associate  Editor 


"Tis'  the  season  to  be  jolly,  fa- 
la-la-la-1  a,  la-la,  la,  la."  Or  so  goes 
the  familiar  Christmas  song. 

However,  not  all  people  are  jolly 
during  the  Christmas  season.  In 
reality,  the  Christmas  season  can 
be  a  time  of  great  stress,  sadness, 
and  disappointment.  family  gatht 

For  some  there  are  obvious  said.  "People 
reasons  for  having  the  blues  painful  or 

B  Those  who  functional 
i  loved  one  lies  can  fine 
e  previous  holidays  paii 
facing  their  he  added, 
ristmas  with-  "These  can  be 

them.  Others  deep,  psychic 
ive  family  memories/'  Pope 
nem'bers  said."  "A  person 
who  have  may  find  them- 
moved  selves  asking, 
away,  or  'Why  am  I  feeling 
they  are  so  bad  when  oth- 
absent  ers  are  so  happy?"' 
because  of  However,  there 

military  ser-  are  some  things  a 
vice  or  job  person  can  do  to 
demands,  nelp  relieve  the 
making  for  a  Christmas  blues, 
lonely  holi-  Pope  suggests 

day  season,  instead  of  trying 


Fighting  holiday  stress 

♦  Scratch  every  third  item  of  your  "to  do"  list.  If  it  isn't 
important  enough  to  remember,  then  it  probably  doesn  t 
need  to  be  done. 

♦  Take  care  of  yourself.  Exercise,  pray,  and  have  a  quiet 
time  even  at  Christmas. 

♦  Shop  with  a  budget  so  gift-giving  isn't  stress-build¬ 
ing.  It  really  is  the  thought  that  counts. 

♦  Acknowledge  feelings  of  grief,  loss,  or  pain.  Crying  is 
permitted  at  Christmas. 

♦  If  you're  lonely,  get  around  people.  Volunteer  at  a 
hospital  visiting  room  or  visit  a  nursing  home. 

♦  Give  yourself  permission  to  experience  the  joy  of  the 
holidays.  Christmas  does  have  a  multitude  of  happiness 
and  joy.  You  deserve  it. 

♦  Make  worship  a  priority,  both  personal  and  public. 
Jesus  is  the  reason  for  the  season. 


mology  and 

Psychiatry  at  the 
Oregon  Health 
Science  University. 
They  also  tell  our 
bodies  how  long  the 
day  is.  Certain 
glands  stimulate 
drowsiness  by  secret¬ 
ing  melatonin.  It  also 
influences  mood, 
hunger  and  the 
metabolism  rate. 

Symptoms  of  SAD 
include:  low  energy, 
overeating,  excessive 
sleep,  weight  gain. 
Some  cases  include 
severe  depression. 
Exposure  to  extra 
bright  lights  can 


t  V  \  empty  places  at  depressed  or 
1^- '  the  nome  and  blue,  acknowl- 

open  the  door  for  a  blue  edge  it.  "Call  it  by 
Christmas.  name,  feel  it,  live 

Then  there  are  those  who  with  it,"  he  said, 
experience  depression  during  "At  the  same 
this  season  for  not  so  obvious 
reasons.  A  neighbor  down  the 
street  might  ..have  all  the  evi¬ 
dence  of  a  normal,  happy 
Christmas  —  a  house  decorated 
with  greenery  and  lights,  pre¬ 
sents  stacked  under  the  tree, 
gatherings  of  friends  and  fami¬ 
ly  —  but  underneath  it  all  is  the 
heartache  of  a  deteriorating 
relationship  or  the  tragedy  of 
chemical  dependency. 

Still  somewhere  else,  for  rea¬ 
sons  that  are  as  much  a  mystery 
to  the  person  as  to  the  family, 
an  individual  is  drawn  deeper 
and  deeper  into  the  dark  hole 


change  the  timing  of 
melatonin  release. 

When  it  comes 
down  to  it,  the  way 
to  face  the  Christmas  blues  is  to 
our  holiday  season  to 
include  plenty  of  friends,  lots  of 
singing,  bright  lights,  and  an 
appropriate  space  to  acknowl- 
;  the  pain  and  grief  that  is 
part  of  the  human  experience. 
And  in  the  middle  of  it  all, 
thanksgiving  to  the  God  who 


time,  put  a  boundary  around  it  thing  to  do  to  help  make 
and  move  on  into  your  present  Christmas  become  the  happy,  plan 
family  with  as  many  new  and  peaceful  holiday  it  really 
good  things  as  you  want  to  be  should  be. 
there,"  Pope  said.  Then  there  are  times  when 

Pope  offers  similar  sugges-  there  is  no  explanation  for  the  edge 
tions  for  the  family  facing  their  Christmas  blues.  Fortunately, 
first  holiday  season  without  a  medical  science  offers  a  clue, 
loved  one.  There  is  a  clinical  name  for  w  _ 

There  fs  a  tendency  in  peo-  this  type  of  Christmas  blues.  It  is  sent  his  Son  in  a  manger. 


NOBTS  slated  to  offer 


classes  in  Booneville 


meets  one  night  per  week  over 
an  eight-week  period  during 
the  regular  school  year. 

Costs  include  a  one-time  reg¬ 
istration  fee  of  $25  and  $75  for 
each  eight-week  course. 

"Churches  may  wish  to 
assist  in  the  framing  cost," 
Vaughn  said. 

Persons  completing  the  eight 
courses  iff  'eitner  curriculum 
will  receive  a  Christian 
Education  Certificate  or  Music 
Certificate  from  the  seminary. 

Seminary  classes  are  present¬ 
ly  meeting  •  in  Columbus, 
Jackson,  Liberty,  and  Purvis. 

For  more  information  or  to 
receive  registration  forms,  stu¬ 
dents  should  contact  their  local 
associational  Director  of 
Missions. 


New  Orleans  Seminary  will 
offer  Christian  education  and 
church  music  courses  in 
Booneville  if  as  many  as  12  stu¬ 
dents  enroll  in  each  of  the  two 
classes  by  the  January  20,  1997, 
start  date. 

"Pastors  of  small  and  medi¬ 
um-size  churches  often  express 
the  need  for  help  in  the  areas  of 
Christian  education  and  music. 
Many  churches  could  have 
part-time  education  and  music 
workers  by  enlisting  persons 
from  the  congregation  to  enroll 
for  training  in  such  courses," 
said  Chester  Vaughn  of  Jackson, 
director  of  the  seminary's 
Jackson  extension  center. 

The  education  and  music 
curricula  each  offer  a  total  of 
eight  courses.  Each  course 


Covenant  of  Cooperation 

Signing  the  Covenant  of  Cooperation  are  (from  left)  Bill 
Causey,  executive  director-treasurer  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 


Convention  Board  (MBCB);  Kermit  McGregor,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Mendenhall,  MBCB  president;  Jerry  Mixon,  pastor  of 
Rocky  Creek  Church,  Luceaale,  MBCB  secretary;  and  Bob 
Simmons,  retired  missionary.  Meridian,  MBCB  vice-president. 
The  covenant  is  being  signet!  by  trustees  of  the  institutions  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  (MBQ  at  the  request  of  messen¬ 
gers  to  the  19%  MBC  annual  meeting.  Trustees  involved  include 
Mississippi  Baptist  Medical  Center  in  Jackson,  Mississippi  Baptist 
Children's  Village  in  Jackson,  Mississippi  College  in  Clinton, 
William  Carey  College  in  Hattiesburg,  and  Blue  Mountain  College 
in  Blue  Mountain.  Trie  MBCB  officers'  signing  was  a  voluntary, 
good-faith  symbol  of  unity.  (Photo  by  Tun  Nicholas) 
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SBC  leaders:  Churches  remain  key  to  missions 


date  for  us  to  be  missionaries  de-  ture  of  churches  being  the  rope 
mands  that  we  send  nothing  less  holders  —  of  reaching  out  and 
than  our  best,  and  the  commit-  spanning  the  gap  of  separation 
ment  to  send  the  best  demon-  of  missionaries  from  their 
strates  our  love  for  lost  people  homeland  through  love  and 
around  the  globe,"  he  saia.  support  during  the  time  they 

WMU  executive  director  are  overseas.  Love  implies  a 
Dellanna  O'Brien  emphasized  personal  relationship  and  we 
prayer  in  her  interpretation  of  certainly  foster  that  when  we 

the  theme.  —  - _  pray  for  them  and  learn  about 

"It  brings  to  mind  the  pic-  their  work,"  she  said. 


By  Teresa  Dickens 

SBC  Woman’s  Missionary  Union 


BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.  —  them  to  Jesus 
Southern  Baptist  churches  nur-  the  witness  a 
ture  the  missionary  call  and  missionaries, 
sustain  missionaries,  as  they  "It  also  hel 
teach  about  missions,  pray  for  that  the  Lottie 
missions  and  give  to  missions.  Moon 
according  to  denominational  Christmas 
missions  leaders.  Offering  does 

The  chief  executives  of  the  provide  sup- 
Foreign  Mission  Board(FMB),  port  for  tne 
Brotherhood  Commission  and  missionar- 
Woman's  Missionary  Union  ies,"  he  con- 
(WMU)  —  the  entities  which  tinued.  "The 
coordinate  the  promotion  of  the  perception 
Season  of  Foreign  Missions  —  has  been  that 
highlighted  the  importance  of  the  offering  i: 
these  activities  in  their  interpre-  for  capita 
tation  of  the  1996  theme,  needs,  for  cl 
"Missionaries:  properties,  b 


Winter  quarter  SS  writers  announced 


Church,  Boealusa,  La.  He  also  Vicksburg.  She 
pastored  First  Church,  Pass  Community 
Christian  before  coming  to  Mississippi  S 
Perkinston  Church.  Long  and  where  she  rece 
his  wife  Stephanie  have  a  two-  Science  and 
year  old  son,  Michael.  degrees.  She  is 

Moore  is  pastor  of  First  married  to  Jeff 
Church,  Holly  Springs.  A  Powell, 
native  of  Baptist  Stu- 

Grenada,  hel.  dent  Union 

is  married  to  j  Director  at 

the  former  V  _  Mississippi 


Williams 


Churches 
with  Love." 
The  Lottie 


Christmas 
Offering, 
which  sup¬ 
ports  South¬ 
ern  Baptist 
foreign  mis¬ 
sions,  has  a 
goal  this  year  of  $100  million. 

The  missions  leaders  said 
the  theme  not  only  emphasizes 
the  love  churches  express  for 
missionaries,  but  also  the  moti¬ 
vation  behind  sending  more 
than  4,200  missionaries  around 
the  world. 

"It  is  a  good  theme  because  Baptist 
the  support  churches  give  sionarit 
reflects  their  love  for  the  mis-  resent 
sionaries  and  what  the  mis-  finest 
sionaries  are  doing  on  behalf  among 
of  the  churches,"  said  Jerry  declare 
Rankin,  FMB  president.  "It  "The 


College. 
Previously, 
they  served  as 
home  mis¬ 
sionaries  to 


Rankin 


Association. 
He  earned 
the  Bachelor 
of  Arts 


and  commit¬ 
ment  to  send 
out  the  best 
they  have  to 


Mississippi 

College,  Lon8 

attended 

Southwestern  and  New 
Orleans  seminaries,  receiving 
a  PhJD.  in  New  Testament 
from  New  Orleans  Seminary. 
Previously,  Long  was  youth 


O'Brien 


The  Mississippi  Baptist 
Religious  Education  Assoc¬ 
iation  (MBREA)  will  host  its 
fifty-first  annual  convention 
Jan.  30-Feb.  1  at  the  Ramada 
Inn  in  Tupelo. 

The  theme  of  the  meeting 
this  year  is,  "Rediscover  my 
vision!  Re  - 
claim  my 

•<•1.! tionsh I ps!  I c J •" s -g- : 

Rejoice  in  mv  l;Jp*  '  ‘-C  Jjff 

ministry!"  yT'4Sr  .A. 
The  meet-  I  lo  ,  >.  T’  ,» 

mg  will  also  I  ,  ‘ 

mark  the  R 

tenth  anniv- I  ^ 

ersary  of  die  ■'*/  £'• 

Mississippi 


cation/administration  and  fam¬ 
ily  life  consultant  in  Franklin, 

served  from  Ed#  g 

1970-1  mu 2  as  f  ■■ 

manager  of 

the  pro  |  |  S' 

school  chi  I-  ly  -,\i-  *- 

dren's  sec-  lf  , 
turn  in  the  pl|| 

Discipleship  B||§|.  jft  |p|||| 


Reformed 
Theological 
Seminary  in 
Jackson  and  at 
Mississippi 
College  in 


Garlow 
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Paying  the  ultimate  price 


1  -800  654  1  294 


BSSB  to  debut  'The  Minister 's  Family 


Christian  martyrs  too  many  to  afford  notice 


while  at  their  task,  according  to 
mission  agency  reports.  "These 
are  people  whose  names  we 
know,"  says  Barrett. 

For  every  killing  of  a 
Western  missionary  or  a  high- 
profile  Christian  leader  that 
captures  international  atten¬ 
tion,  a  thousand  anonymous 
Christians  die  virtually  unno¬ 
ticed  —  except  by  God. 

Villagers  stoned  or  burned 
by  their  neighbors  for  pro¬ 
claiming  Chnst.  Muslim  con¬ 
verts  to  Christianity  killed  in 
secret  by  their  own  families. 

The  stated  motive  of  their 
executioners  doesn't  necessari¬ 
ly  define  whether  they  are  mar¬ 
tyrs  or  not. 

"Idi  Amin  in  Uganda  mur¬ 
dered  500,000  Christians,  but  he 
said  it  was  for  political  reasons," 
Barrett  recalls. 

"Tell  that  to  the  pastors  who 
can  take  it  out  on  them  without  were  burned  alive, '  he  points 
being  noticed,"  Barrett  explains,  out. 

Barrett  estimates  an  average  Though  it  may  seem  rare  or 
of  160,000  Christians  are  killed  extreme  to  American  Christians, 
for  their  faith  every  year.  it  is  neither  abnormal  nor  unusu- 

His  definition  of  martyrs:  al  for  the  faithful  to  face  death, 
"believers  in  Christ  who  lose  Their  blood  is  the  seed  of  the 
their  lives  prematurely  in  a  sit-  church, 
uation  of  witness  as  a  result  of 
hostility." 

In  1995  alone,  150  foreign 
missionaries  were  murdered  mf* 


cases  that  the  press  doesn't  both¬ 
er  to  deal  with  it  as  a  news  item." 

Such  killings  in  India  also 
illustrate  the  most  common  set¬ 
ting  for  modem  martyrdoms: 
societies  in  turmoil. 

"Wherever  there's  civil 
unrgst- —  Uke  Sarajevo,  Rwanda, 
Somalia  —  the  people  who've 
got  a  grudge  against  Christians 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  All  their  faith  in  the  region  during 
was  calm  one  night  just  after  the  previous  two  years. 
Christmas  1993,  until  armed  "if  earlier  the  most  active  of 
men  came  to  a  Baptist  family's  Christians  were  sent  to  prison, 
home  in  the  former  Soviet  now  they  are  robbed,  tortured, 
republic  of  Tajikistan.  crippled  and  killed,  he  said, 

Vladimir  Limorev,  a  34-year-  "but  in  the  pages  of  the  Western 
old  ethnic  Russian  Baptist,  was  press  there  is  not  one  word." 
taken  outside,  beaten  and  shot.  One  reason  for  that  silence  — 

His  wife  Helena  fled  for  help,  besides  ignorance  or  indiffer- 

When  she  returned  with  the 
authorities,  she  found  her  house 
on  fire  and  nine  people  dead: 
her  husband  and  four  children 
(ages  2, 4, 6  and  9),  her  mother,  a 
visiting  woman  and  her  daugh¬ 
ter,  and  a  neighbor  who  had 
tried  to  protect  the  family. 

Nothing  was  reported 
stolen. 

Asked  after  the  joint  funeral 
service  how  she  could  cope  with 
such  a  tragedy,  Mrs.  Limorev, 
pregnant  with  her  fifth  child, 
said  simply:  "The  Lord  has 
given  me  power  to  overcome." 

Who  murdered  the  Limo- 
revs  and  their  friends? 

It's  true  that  many  Tajiks 
despise  the  ethnic  Russians  liv¬ 
ing  among  them  because  of 
Russia's  long,  brutal  domina¬ 
tion  of  Tajikistan. 

The  Tajiks  also  are  heavily 
Muslim,  and  some  Muslims 
violently  oppose  any  Christians 
who  attempt  to  evangelize  non- 
Russians  in  Tajikistan. 

"There  is  no  doubt  these  par¬ 
ticular  murderS  were  commit¬ 
ted  for  religious  motives," 
reported  Boris  Perchatkin  to  a 
U.S.  congressional  commission 
several  months  later. 

Perchatkin  is  a  former  Soviet 
political  prisoner  and  president 
of  an  institute  that  speaks  out 
for  persecuted  Christians  in  the 
former  Soviet  Union. 

He  named  34  Christians 
severely  beaten  or  martyred  for 


r  Erich  Bridges 

m%'H  Mission  Hoard 


Christians  martyred 
p-  50  million 


Foreign  missionaries  martyred 
150  ^  ^ 


Christians  martyred 

160,000 


ence  —  is  the  sheer  frequency  of 
such  attacks,  according  to  mis¬ 
sion  researcher  David  Barrett, 
who  collects  information  on 
Christian  martyrs  worldwide. 

"In  India  this  is  happening 
all  the  time,"  Barrett  reports. 
"Usually  it  starts  as  a  Hindu- 
Muslim  riot  over  some  trivial 
thing  like  a  Muslim  insulting  a 
Hindu  or  killing  a  cow. 

"Then  at  some  stage  some¬ 
body  says,  'It's  the  Christians; 
kill  the  Christians!,'  and  so  the 
mob  rushes  to  the  nearest 
church,  drags  the  pastor  out, 
kills  him  with  his  family,  and 
bums  the  place  down. 

"There  are  so  many  such 
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By  Charles  Marx 
copyright  1996 


VIDEO  DUPLICATION 

Video  duplication  for  churches, 
businesses  and  individuals. 
Multiple  copies  of  your  Christmas 

a  rams  or  your  family  home  videos. 
Gary  Arinder  for  price  quotes. 

Jackson 

,  601-981-7655  j 


Pew  Refinishing  &  Reupholstering 
Stain  Glass  •  Carpet  •  Lights 
Painting  •  Baptistries  '  Steeples 
Complete  Renovations 


HBYOY  SY  VTXN  HBTH 
ETN,  MBQ  MAWW  EBYM 
IE  TXN  KQQZ?  WQOZ, 
WACH  HBQI  IR  HBY 
WAKBH  QC  HBN 
DQIXHYXTXDY  IRQX  IE. 

RETWVE  CQIO:  EAL 


Are  your  seniors  tired  of  Mpp.1; 
crawling  over  the 

HUMP7  The  soiut  on  is  fa: 

•  1 5-passen  •  .  r  with 

!■’  .i  ■•■■■■• '  '  a 

electric  step.  BBSs&SaOOMI 

Call  Tn-State  Van  &  Bus  Today!  1-800-330-3622 
BUSES!  VANS!  PEOPLE  MOVERS! 


Exciting  Career  in  Christian  Retailing 

Excellent  salary  and  benefit  package  available.  Qualifications  must  inc  ude 
four-year  college  degree  or  comparable  business  experience,  outstanding 
eadersnip,  computer  skills,  strong  vision  for  the  future,  and  an  active  ro  e  in 
Southern  Baptist  church 

Send  resume  to: 

Retail  Store  Operations  Dept. 

Manager  Training  Search 
1 27  Ninth  Avenue,  North 
MSN  165 

Nashville,  TN  37234-0165 
or  fax  to  (615)  251-3622 


KLM  AIR-R0UNDTR1P 
Eight  days  (Mar.  14-21, 1997)  , 
SeeJerusalem,  Galilee, Judea,  Masada,  / 


j  MW  Mm  -ns&isi. 

FOR  FREE  BROCHURE  CONTACT: 

ABC  Tours  - 

Ray  Lloyd,  203  Colonial  Hills. 
Starkville,  MS  39759  or  601-323-4674 

OR 

Jerry  Vardaman,  Box  1.  Mississippi 
State,  MS,  397&2  or  601-323-9198 

Atlanta  pcrwrunt  available 


Jericho,  Sea  of  Galilee,  Caesarea,  etc. 
Jordan  ext.  available 


Baptist  Sook  Stores 
Lifeway  Christian  Stores 


Depart  from  Memphis,  (or  Jackson  or  Gtr. 
Col.  for  $12  more  R/T.;  All  expenses  (air, 

HOTEL,  2  MEALS  PER  DAY,  ETC.) 

$2100.00 

Jordan  ect.  AntROOMATEiY  $550  extra 


owned  and  operated  by  the  Sunday  School  Board  ot  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
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Rest  of  Christmas  story'  found  in  Zaire 


FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP) —  any  place  else  in  the  world 
The  next-to-last  act  of  the  "rest  where  suffering  and  survival 
of  the  Christmas  story"  is  now  are  paramount, 
playing  in  central  Africa  and  in  Americans  prefer  singing 
multiple  venues  around  the  and  sales, 
world,  but  it's  not  the  There  was,  however,  a 
Matthew/Luke  story  line  lengthy  feature  on  acquiring 
where  all  is  light  and  peace  and  the  perfect  gift  for  your  pet. 
exchanging  gifts.  People  often  ask  what  we 

You'll  find  their  script  in  the  think  about  Christmas  celebra- 
Book  of  Revelation.  tions  in  our  home  country,  but 

By  the  tens,  and  perhaps  most  don't  really  want  to  know, 
hundreds,  of  thousands  Hutu 
refugees  follow  not  a  brilliant 
star  of  hope,  but  a  rapidly  dim¬ 
ming  spark  of  survival  —  the 
hope  of  rest  and  food  and  water 
and  medicine  at  the  end  of  foot¬ 
paths  wandering  over  moun¬ 
tains  and  through  jungles. 

Certainly  they  are  not  kings  holy 
—  or  even  warlords.  Hutu  war¬ 
lords  eat  well  and  deal  death  to 
those  who  fall  under  their  guns. 

They  don't  observe  the  self- 
imposed  limits  of  King  Herod. 

Why  stop  with  killin; 
children,  two  years  * 
under?  Kill  all 
young  and  old,  male  and 
female,  innocent  or  adversary. 


We  do  appreciate  the  lights 
and  colorful  displays.  VVe  sing, 

perhaps  too  loudly  to  be  polite  Vi  i 

—  and  with  heartfelt  emotion  —  » 

our  gratitude  for  the  incarnation  r  . 

when  God  became  human  and  Xnl  -Jm, 

broke  into  historv  a  helpless  ■  gHCfl  W 

baby.  VVe  know  the  silent  and  Hi" 

night  our  hearts.  We  are 
grateful  to  be  able  to  share  the 

nolidav  with  parents,  family  vHfcTtL.  A 

and  friends. 

We  are  always  painfully  y<‘.T>j>  }■-' ’•j.ytif'i 

aware  that  the  Christmas  story  J .  '*7;  ,y* 

male  is  not  completed  when  the  V 

old  and  kings  pack  up  their  camels  and 

our  enemies,  leave,  the  shepherds  return  to  THE  REST  OF  THE  CHRISTMAS  STORY  —  Craig  Bird  (in  whi 
their  fields  and  Mary's  boy-  Mission  Board  (FMB)  missionary  journalist  to  Africa,  looks  over 
child  snuggles  into  her  arms  near  Lake  Kivu  in  Goma,  Zaire.  The  refugees  used  the  lake  as 
and  sleeps.  .Our  concerns  water  after  a  1994  exodus  from  genocide  in  Rwanda.  Bird  wrot 
should  extend  far  beyond  thousands  died  from  dehydration,  starvation  and  disease.  (BP  P 
finding  the  prop- 

r  '  " '  t  er  sweater  for  quickly  in  Rev.  12:5-6  (NIV):  When  we  go  that  far,  we 

)  V  our  terrier.  "She  gave  birth  to  a  son,  a  that  the  furtive  journey  es 


AtGItlA 


warfare  for  our  souls.  Satanic  oppression  of  his  peo- 

Satan  and  his  forces  have  pie  from  the  first, 
been  hurled  from  heaven.  (My  wife)  Melissa  and  I  are 

Rev.  12:12  is  the  rest  of  the  glad  it's  Christmas. 

Christmas  story:  We  look  forward  to  giving 

"Therefore  rejoice,  you  heav-  and  receiving  presents  and 
ens  and  you  who  dwell  in  thanking  Goa  for  emptying 
them!  But  woe  to  the  earth,  and  himself  in  Bethlehem  and 
the  sea,  because  the  devil  has  steadfastly  setting  his  face 
gone  down  to  you!  He  is  filled  toward  the  cross, 
with  fury  because  he  knows  his  Instead  of  always  saying, 
time  is  short."  "Merry  Christmas  and  Happy 

So,  in  1996,  Satan  celebrates  New  Year,"  we  often  join  our 
Christmas  in  fury  with  geno-  hearts  with  our  suffering  broth- 
cide  in  Zaire;  raises  toasts  to  the  ers  and  sisters  in  Afnca  and 
Christians  being  martyred  for  around  the  world  and  pray  the 
their  devotion  to  that  Jesus  words  from  Revelation  that 
child;  smiles  at  America's  make  the  complete  Christmas 
homeless  sleeping  in  alleys  as  story  endurable, 
holiday  lights  reflect  on  their  "Merry  Christmas  but,  even 
faces;  embraces  the  corrupt  offi-  so,  come.  Lord  Jesus,"  we  pray, 
rials  the  drue  dealers,  the  child  Then  all  God  s  children  can 


By  Craig  Byrd 

Southwestern  Seminary 


What  have  the  ^  r  : 
emaciated,  dull-eyed  , 

Africans  staggering 
into  camps  in 

Rwanda  (or  South  Attsntrc  \ 

those  dying  on 
their  feet  before  they  get 
there)  to  do  with  j 
Christmas? 

Perhaps  you've 

glimpsed  some  of  them  on 
television  or  in  photos  buried 
deep  in  the  newspaper. 

How  much  more  festive  to 
concentrate  on  the  advertising 
inserts  and  television  jingles. 

Watching  the  local  evening 
news  recently,  there  was  no 
mention  of  Rwanda  or  Zaire  or 


1  AN/AM  A 


ANGOLA 


CHURCH 


RENOVATIONS 


Specializing  in  church 

RENOVATIONS,  RESTORA¬ 
TIONS,  NEW  CONSTRUCTION 
AND  DESIGN: 

Steeples,  steeple  repair 
and  restoration; 

Pews;  Carpeting; 
Baptismals;  Painting;  Signs 
and  more. 

rA  (601)  425-5729  for  a  free  brochure 

C  .BROGDON  CONSTRUCTION 
I  Laurel,  MS 

,1*1  ■  y  Serving  the  construction 

.  _ - - - needs  of  South 

i  IBII 1 1|  1 1 1  Mississippi  since  1979 


Church  Buses 
Rental  Buses 

(New  and  Used) 

•We  buy  used  buses 
•Guaranteed  buy-back  program 

Call  Henry  Headden 
Carpenter  Bus  Sales,  Inc 
Brentwood,  Tenn. 

1  -(800)-370-61 80 
1-615)-371-6180 


Available  in  20  ft.  to  33  ft.  models 
(12  to  30  Passenger) 
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Newell  fills 
new  role  at 
Foundation 

lane  Newell  was  elected  on 
Dec .  5  as  associate  director  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Foundation  by  the  trustees  of 
that  organi¬ 
zation.  Since 
1 980,  she 
has  served 
as  office  sec¬ 
retary  and 
more  recent¬ 
ly  as  aclmin- 
i  s  t  r  a  t  i  v  e 
assistant  to 
e  x  e  c  u  t  i  v  e 
director  Ha 
i  Fisher. 

•  Newell,  who  begin>  her 
Jnew  duties  in  January,  will  aid 
.  in  servicing  the  830  active 
accounts  ot  the  agent  v. 

According  to  Fisher,  Newell 
will  mai;  tain  contact  with 
clients  and  potential  clients 
and  will  track  be  numerous 
scholarships  tended  through 
the  Foundation. 

Newell  attended  Mississippi 
State  University  and  New 
Orleans  Seminary. 

She  and  her  husband  L.C. 
have  three  children. 

The  Mississippi  ^Baptist 
Foundation  manages  $1T5  mil¬ 
lion  in  assets,  the,  proceeds  of 
which  help  tend  missions  and 
ministries  in  Mississippi  and 
around  the  world. 


Baptist 
College  News 


William  Carey  College 
Theatre  w’ill  present  "The 
Magician's  Nephew"  adapt¬ 
ed  by  Auranct  Harris  from 
C.  S.  Lewis  as  its  annual 
play  especially  for  children. 
Performances  in  the  O.  L. 
Quave  Theatre  are  Dec.  19 
and  20  at  7  p.m.  and  Dec.  21 
at  10  a.m.,  1:30  p.m.,  and 
3:30  p.m.  The  box  office  is 
open  daily  from  1  until  4 
p.m.  and  seats  may  be 
reserved  by  calling  (601) 
582-6221.  All  tickets  are  $3. 


Just  for  the  Record 


Staff  Changes 


The  Samaritan  Counseling  Center  at  Mississippi  Baptist  Medical 
Center  recently  presented  its  annual  Samaritan  Aw'ards  to  Eugene 
Dyess  and  J.  Clark  Hensley.  Dyess  (center)  a  retired  pastoral  coun¬ 
selor  from  Jackson  received  the  award  in  commemoration  of  his 
work  in  helping  to  establish  the  Samaritan  Counseling  Center  in 
1994.  He  is  pictured  with  his  wife  Sarah  Jo  (left)  and  Barry  Click 
(right),  director  of  the  Samaritan  Counseling  Center.  Hensley,  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Clinton,  has  held  a  number  of  positions  in  Mississippi  Baptist 
life,  including  service  as  the  executive  director  of  the  Christian 
Action  Commission  until  1982  and  as  director  of  missions  for  Hinds- 
Madison  (Metro)  Baptist  Association. 


Macedonia  Church,  Mendenhall,  held  its  first  GA  service  in  the 
history  of  the  church  on  Sept.  15.  Pictured,  from  left,  are  Rose  Smith, 
Karen  McLeod,  Hilary  Kalman,  Cassidy  Blair,  and  Brianna  Blair. 
Gene  Erwin  is  pastor. 

North  Delta  Association 

will  present  the  Cumberland 
Boys  in  concert  at  the 
Clarksdale  Civic  Auditorium 


wbth  Majesty  Quartet  on  Jan  16 
at  6:45  p.m.  Tickets  are  $5.  For 
more  information,  call  (601) 
627-3417). 


has  been  j 

called  as  pas-  H||r '  ] 

tor  of  Benoit  i  Bfagr 
Church  effec- 

five  Nov.  24.  W 

He  previous-  jLHrjEy 

Iv  served  on 
First 

Church  / 

Greenwood.  Kolk 

Kolk  is  a  grad¬ 
uate  of  Southwestern  Seminary. 


Chancelor  received  his  educa¬ 
tion  at  Clarke  College  and 
Southwestern  Seminary.  He 
previously  serv  ed  as  a  full  time 
evangelist. 

Julius  Harbison  has 

announced  his  resignation  as 

Bastor  of  First  Church, 
eaumont,  effective  Jan.  1.  He 
previously  served  as  pastor  at 


Pachuta  -  Church,  Clarke 
Association,  and  Decedar 
Church,  Jasper  Association.  He 
is  a  graduate  of  Clarke  College. 
Harbison  will  be  available  for 
pastorate,  interim,  revivals,  Bible 
studies,  and  supply.  He  can  be 
contacted  at  (334)  8/4-7725. 


Johnny  Breazeale  assumed 
his  duties  as  pastor  of  Rock  Hill 
Church,  Mt.  Olive,  on  Dec.  8. 
His  previous  pastorate  was 
Corinth  Church,  Purvis.  He  is  a 
graduate  of  New  Orleans 
Seminary.  His  address  is  Rt.  2, 
Box  186- A,  Mt.  Olive,  MS  39119. 


Don  Gann,  pastor,  Wynndale  Church,  Byram  (left)  recently  con¬ 
ferred  the  title.  Pastor  Emeritus,  on  Charles  Gentry,  (second  from  left) 
who  retired  as  founding  pastor  of  the  church.  Also  pictured  are  his 
wife  Mary  Catherine  (third  from  left)  and  their  children  Charles,  Jr., 
loanie,  John,  and  Bruce  Tarbet,  Joanie's  husband. 

West  Point.  Linda  Mclnnis, 
church  historian,  presented 
each  family  with  a  new'  revised 
history  of  the  church.  James 
Manning  is  pastor. 

Shubuta  Church,  (Clarke), 

celebrated  its  140th  anniver¬ 
sary  on  Nov.  10.  The  guest 
speaker  was  Averv  Jones  of 


|  "Seek  and  Ye  Shall  Find" 

[The  best  opportunty  I've  found  ir 
50  years  to  earn  money  and  enjoy 
my  work.  Perhaps  you  can  also. 
Let’s  talk  about  it. 

Call  Free:  1-800-708-6237 


Leaf  River  Church,  Smith 
County,  will  present  its 
Christmas  Cantata  on  Dec.  22  at 
6  p.m. 


Bethany  Church,  Prentiss, 
has  called  Clay  Chancelor  as 

associate  pastor  effective  Nov. 
10.  A  native  of  Quijman, 


Pews,  pulpits,  baptistries, 
stained  glass,  carpet, 
steeples,  lighting, 
folding  doors, 
theater  seats 


CLASSIFIED  ADS 

RATE:  50  cents  per  word,  $5  minimum.  Cash  with  order  except  on  contract  advertising 
Include  name,  address,  zip  code,  and  ;>hone  number  in  word  count.  No  blind  ads. 


Van  Winkle 
Church 
Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery 

Box  501,  Fulton.  MS  38843 
In  MS.  Toll  Free  1  -800-624-9627 


Thinking  Florida  Vacation 

1  )in\i-:y— Si  \  \V«  >iu.i  >-l  mykkn m. 
Si  mmi  hi  ii  i  n  Vacation  ViLl-VS 

2  HD-21/2  B.\  P< h M— l\AYr ilti «  \l •. 

Ask  ai«  >i  i  40%  ot  i 
800-207-9:582 


RETIRED'  PUNNING  RETIREMENT'  Insufficient 

income'  Need  second  income'  Men  women  For 
remedy  call  1-800-708-6237 
PASSENGER  VANS  FOR  private  and  church 
groups.  From  $59.95  per  day/  limited  tree 
miles'  7-  to  1 5-seat.  Occasionally  for  sale; 
quality  used  vans.  Auto  &  Truck  Rental, 
lackson  1601 ( 948-3391 .  Since  1965 
NEEDED:  USED  GRAND  PIANO  tor  auditorium  at 
Calvarv  Baptist  Church.  Petal.  MS.  601-583-8309. 
THOMPSON  BAPTIST  CHURCH  Smithdale  MS  is 
seekms  an  individual  lor  the  position  oi  South  Minuter 
Resume  mav  be  sent  to  Thompson  Baptist  Church  5422 
N.  Creensburg  Rd.,  Smithdale  MS  39664 


Robes,  Charles  McGlocklin,  Authorized 
Dealer.  Statewide  1  -800-898-MACS. 
APPROXIMATELY  225  good  condition  copies  of  the 
1975  Baptist  Hvmnal  lor  sale.  White  color,  $4.00 
each  you  pick  up,  or  S5.00  each  delivered  Contact 
Kimberly  Thompson,  First  Baptist  Church,  Terry.  PO 
Bov  159.  Terry.  MS  39170.  or  call  (601 1  878-5735. 
ATTENTION  SOLOISTS:  20  quality  tracks. nemos  on 
cassette-520.00  plus  $3.00  shipping.  Price  Harris,  438 
Mars  Drive.  Shreveport.  LA  71106.  (318i  98^-0384 
ALABAMA  CHURCH  (Birmingham  metro  area/ 
seeking  full-time  Minister  ot  Music  and  Youth. 
Salary  and  benefit  package  30.000.  House  pro¬ 
vided.  Send  resume  to  Dr.  Larry  Felkins.  4679 
rusic  ’  Birmingham  Road,  Maytovvn,  AL  35118. 

500-  EUROPEAN  TRAVEL:  I  am  a  conservatue  Baptist 
tu'-  minister  that  is  coordinating  a  tour  to  England 
We  and  Scotland  in  lune  1997.  For  more  information 
less  contact  Timothy  Hamblin  in  Birmingham  at  i205i 
lies,  979-0381  between  900  a  m.  and  9:00  p  m 
HEIDELBERG  STAINED  GLASS,  Meridian 
cial  Design,  Fabrication,  Repair.  MURPHY  ROBE 
ac's  SALES.  Call  1601)  483-3171  or  1-800-368-2705, 


Church  Buses 

#1  Manufacturer 
Competitive  Pricing 


Southeastern  Bus  Co 

Clinton,  MS 
1-800-423-9826 
1-601-924-1982 


All  Sizes 

Sales  and  Rentals 
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Family  Bible  Series 

Respond  to  God's  son 

.  -  -  Matthew  2:1-12,16 


Sunday  School  Lessons 


A  child  came  running  in  tant  land  signaled  to 
from  school  with  good  news,  them  that  royalty  had 

He  had  earned  a  part  in  the  been  born.  The  fact  . . .  . . . 

Christmas  play.  When  asked  by  that  it  moved  ahead  of  Jim  Phillips  peUed'Yo'find  and  vvor- 

h.s  mother  what  part  he  would  them  as  they  traveled  ship?  There  can  be  no 

play  he  said,  I  m  playing  one  was  a  sign  to  them  that  they  doubt  that  God  mysteriously 

of  the  three  wise  guys.  As  a  were  being  supematurally  led.  moved  them  toward 

I”1,  grader  growing  up  in  Where  would  you  look  for  Bethlehem.  When  they  returned 
c  klahoma,  1  had  just  such  a  royalty  except  in  a  royal  city  like  home,  were  they  satisfied  that 

pau-  !•  ^member  sin,gir;g  a  Jerusalem,  the  city  of  kings?  they  had  fulfilled  their  mission?- 

'mai  l  p<*rt  along  the  lines  fettle  did  they  know  that  their  WKat  happens  when  you  afrive 
or  We  three  kings  or  orient  inquiry  would  be  delivered  to  at  what  vou  thought  was  your 
are....  Though  my  voice  was  the  hateful  King  Herod  who  destiny  only  to  discover  a  sense 
cracking,  I  was  sure  I  got  my  perceived  it  as  a  threat  to  his  of  incompleteness? 
rT,eJj?age  across-  throne  (vv.  3-  6).  This  paranoid  Maybe  these  are  some  of  the 

The  wisemen's  journey  to  ruler  would  thus  direct  his  feelings  that  we'll  have  to  deal 
the  place  of  the  Christ  child  sig-  goons  to  slaughter  the  boy  with  in  the  coming  days?  As 

nals  for  us  just  how  God  leads  babies  of  Bethlehem  as  a  sure  Christmas  approaches,  many 

those  who  are  seeking  his  fire  means  of  securing  his  power  people  get  into  an  emotional 
truths.  Seeing  the  star  in  a  dis-  (v.  16).  Little  did  he  know  that  mood  swing  that  they  hope  will 
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Jim  Phillips 


God  had  already  taken 
steps  to  secure  the  safety 
of  both  the  Christ  child, 
his  family  and  the  Magi 
(vv.  12- 15). 

I've  always  had  a 
curiosity  as  to  whether 
or  not  the  Magi  ever 
came  to  be  believers  in 
the  Christ  they  felt  com¬ 
pelled  to  find  and  wor¬ 
ship?  There  can  be  no 


third  grader  growing  up  in 
Oklahoma,  I  had  just  such  a 
part.  I  remember  singing  a 
rather  high  part  along  the  lines 
of  "We  three  kings  of  orient 
are...."  Though  my  voice  was 
cracking,  I  was  sure  I  got  my 
message  across. 

The  wisemen's  journey  to 
the  place  of  the  Christ  child  sig¬ 
nals  for  us  just  how  God  leads 
those  who  are  seeking  his 
truths.  Seeing  the  star  in  a  dis- 


at  what  you  thought  was  your- 
destiny  only  to  discover  a  sense 
of  incompleteness? 

Maybe  these  are  some  of  the 
feelings  that  we'll  have  to  deal 
with  in  the  coming  days?  As 
Christmas  approaches,  many 
people  get  into  an  emotional 
mood  swing  that  they  hope  will 


last  on  into  the  next  year.  It  sel¬ 
dom  does  unless  you  find  what 
you’re  looking  for  and  then 
make  the  appropriate  response. 
If  you  think  the  meaning  of 
Christmas  isvtoTbe  found  in 
some  pretty  box  unwrapped  on 
Christmas  morning,  you'll  be 
deeply  disappointed"  If  you 
think  it  will  be  found  in  the  trav¬ 
eling,  feasting,  fellowshipping, 
and  reminiscing  over  the  next 
several  days  and  weeks,  again 
you  might  be  left  let  down  and 
exhausted.  Those  things  are  sec¬ 
ondary  to  the  real  Christ  event. 
And  don't  think  you  can  make 
up  for  love  withheld  over  the 
year  by  smothering  someone 
with  glitter  and  gifts  when  what 
they  really  need  is  you.  That  will 
only  mask  the  real  meaning  of 
the  season. 

Christmas  is  not  found  in 
giving  gifts  but  rather  in  receiv¬ 
ing  One.  Funny  isn't  it  how 
we've  made  Christmas  into  a 


time  when  we  honor  others  bv 
giving  gifts  instead  of  offering 
ourselves  to  God  out  of  appre¬ 
ciation  for  The  Gift. 

What  is  the  best  gift  for 
someone  who  has  everything? 
The  gift  of  Jesus  Christ  the 
Lord.  This  gift  can  bel’incorpo- 
rated  into  our  own  lives  or  can 
be  offered  to  another  as  a  token 
of  our  love  for  them.  It  can't  be 
exchanged  and  is  never  the 
wrong  size.  One  size  fits  all!  It 
can  only  be  received  and  it 
truly  is  the  gift  that  keeps  on 
giving  right  on  in  to  eternity. 
The  wise  men  were  wise 
becatise— they  followed  what 
God  revealed  to  them.  This 
Christmas,  make  the  right 
response  by  accepting  God's 
offer  of  Salvation  in  Jesus 
Christ.  There  is  no  greater  gift 
to  give  or  receiv  e. 

Phillips  is  pastor.  North 
Greenwood  Church,  Greenwood. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Savior  for  all! 


Luke  2:7-20 


Two  of  the  Gospels, 
Matthew  and  Luke,  record  the 
story  of  Jesus'  birth.  Both  these 
writers  considered  it  important 
to  tell  of  the  miraculous  nature 
of  the  birth  of  Jesus,  as  well  as 
the  responses  to  his  birth  dis¬ 
played  by  a  number  of  people. 

A  Great  Announcement 
(2:8-12).  The  nativity  story 
begins  with  common  people,  a 
favorite  group  of  Luke.  It  was 
not  unusual  to  see  shepherds  in 
first-century  Judea.  They  often 
found  themselves  far  from 
home  at  nightfall,  searching  for 
pasture  for  their  flocks.  One 
group  of  shepherds  was  in  the 
right  place  at  the  right  time  for 
an  unusual  announcement. 

An  angel  appeared  to  those 
shepherds,  and  the  glory  of 
Goa  illuminated  the  place  as  if 


it  were  noon.  These 
unusual  events 

amazed  and  fright¬ 
ened  the  shepherds.  Ronald 
The  angel  assured  the 
shepherds  that  they  had  noth¬ 
ing  to  fear.  Instead,  they  had 

food  tidings  which  would 
ring  joy  to  everyone.  The 
news  was  the  birth  of  a  savior, 
Christ  the  Lord.  "Christ"  is  the 
Greek  rendering  of  the  Hebrew 
word  for  Messiah.  "Lord"  in 
this  context  indicates  Jesus' 
divine  nature.  The  long-await-. 
ed  Messiah  of  the  Jews  had 
finally  arrived.  This  was  great 
news  indeed!  In  case  the  snep- 
herds  should  not  believe  the 
good  news,  the  angel  gave 
them  a  sign.  They  would  find- 
the  baby  wrapped  in  strips  of 
cloth  and  lying  in  an  animal's 


feed-trough! 

The  Heavenly 

Response  (2:13-14).  At. 
the  announcement  of  the 
angel,  theheavenly  host 
that  accompanied  the 
angel  rang  out  with 
praises  to  God,  ascribing 
glorv  to  the  most  high 
God.  In  addition,  tne 
Bishop  heavenly  host  noted  that 
the  event  marked  bv  this 
announcement  would  bring 
peace  to  people  who  weYe 
prone  to  embrace  God's  good 
will.  Even  the  angels  in  heaven 
rejoiced  at  the  good  news  of  the 
coming  of  Jesus.  They  knew 
that  tne  event  surely  would 
bring  rejoicing  from  the  earth. 

The  Human  Responses 
(2:15-20).  Imagine  the  great 
contrast  ^between  what  the 
shepherds  experienced  during 
the  singing  of  the  heavenly  host 
and  their  experience  after  the 
angels  had  left.  Surely  they 
-  were  -  ^m  azed  —  wo  n  de  ring  if 
they  had  really  seen  and  heard 
what  they  thought  thev  had 


seen  and  heard.  Many  times 
they  had  watched  their  sheep, 
but  this  had  never  happened. 
They  decided  to  travel  to 
Bethlehem  and  see  this  great 
thing.  They  knew  it  was  "the 
Lora"  who  had  made  this 
known  to  them. 

They  hurried  to  Bethlehem 
(v.  16),  finding  Jesus  in  a 
manger.  Afterwards,  the  shep¬ 
herds  told  everyone  they  could 
find  about  the  events  of  the 
night.  Their  message  was 
received  by  all  with  great  joy 
and  wonder.  For  centuries  the 
Jews  had  looked  forward  to  the 
coming  of  the  Messiah,  God's 
savior  for  his  people.  Now  he 
finally  had  aTrived! 

But  no  one  was  more  filled 
^with  wonder  than  Mary  the 
mother  of  Jesus.  Just  a  few 
months  ago,  she  had  been  a 
young  woman  engaged  to  be 
married.  Now,  she  found  her¬ 
self  married  and  the  mother  of 
God's  unique  son.  Surely dt  was 
all  too  much  to  take  in.  As 
mothers  do,  Mary  kept  all  these 


vivid  memories  in  her  heart. 
Until  her  dying  day  she  would 
rymember  the  angel's 
announcement,  her  visit  to 
Elizabeth's  house  and  Joseph's 
kindness  and  genuine  love  in 
refusing  to  abandon  her.  She 
would  remember  how  her  son 
was  the  center  of  attention  of 
many  who  came  to  visit  him 
and  to  recognize  him  as  the 
Messiah. 

After  their  visit  with  babv 
Jesus,  the  shepherds  returned 
to  their  own  region.  Their  expe¬ 
riences  caused  them  to  glorify 
God  and  praise  him  for  all  the 
things  thev  had  seen  and  expe¬ 
rienced.  forever  they  would 
remember  the  night  when  the 
angel  announced  to  them  the 
birth  of  Jesus  and  their  having 
seen  him  in  person.  Their  lives 
would  be  changed  forever  for 
having  been  told  that  God  had 
•sent  a  savior  for  all  people. 

.  Bishop  teaches  philosophy  and 
religion  at  Jones-County  Junior 
College,  Ellisville. 


Life  and  Work 

Welcome  the  promised  Messsiah 

Matthew  1 


What  does  the  birth  of  Jesus 
mean  to  me?  Does  God  really 
understand  mv  cares  and  my 
circumstances?  How  does  an 
event  which  happened  so  long 
ago  impact  mv  life?  Matthew  1 
records  the  birth  of  the 
promised  Messiah.  The 
Messiah  is  Jesus,  the  Son  of 
God,  the  one  who  knows  our 
every  need,  and  the  One  who 
gave  His  life  to  provide  salva¬ 
tion  for  every  person.  Welcome 
the  promised  Messiah! 

The  long-awaited  Messiah 
(Matt.  1:17).  Matthew's  geneal¬ 
ogy  of  Jesus  validates  that  he  is 
the  long  promised  Messiah,  the 
Christ,  tne  son  of  David,  and 
the  son  of  Abraham.  After  nam¬ 
ing  the  exact  lineage,  verse  17 
gives  a  summary  statement  of 


the  generations:  14 
generations  from 
Abraham  to  David, 

14  from  David  to  the  rvn,uj,  r 
captivity  in  Babylon,  ^ 
and  14  from  the  captivity  to 
Jesus. 

"Christ"  is  not  a  name  but  a 
title  meaning  anointed.  Jesus 
was  specially  sent  by  the  Father 
to  the  world.  He  was  to  be  the 
deliverer,  the  One  who  would 
unveil  truths,  and  give ‘his  life 
for  man.  "Son  of  David"  refers 
to  Jesus'  direct  lineage  to 
David,  the  great  earthly  king. 
"Son  of  Abraham"  ties  Jesus  to 
the  promise  God  made  to 
Abraham  concerning  his  future 
plan  of  blessing  for  the  world. 
All  of  God's  eternal  plan  is 
focused  in  Christ.  He  is  the 


long-awaited  Messiah, 
the  One  who  provides 
salvation,  and  the  One 
who  knows  our  every 
need. 

Son  of  God  and  Son  of 
Man,  the  Savior  (Matt. 
1:18-21).  By  Jewish  cus¬ 
tom,  a  betrothal  was  more 
than  an  engagement.  It 
Cynthia  Douglas  involved  a  binding  con¬ 
tract  prior  to  marriage, 
privity  to  Joseph's  first  reaction  to  Mary's 
being  with  child  was  to  plan  to 
ime  but  a  secretly  end  the  relationship, 
ted.  Jesus  However,  an  angel  of  the  Lord 
:he  Father  came  to  him  and  explained  the 
to  be  the  baby  was  conceived  of  the  Holy 
io  would  Spirit,  and  the  baby  would  be 
^e  his  life  named  Jesus  because  he  came 
id"  refers  to  save  hispeople  from  their 
aeage  to  sins  (v.21).  Tne  name  "Jesus"  is 
hlv  king,  a  Greek  form  of  the  Hebrew 
s  Jesus  to  word  Joshua  meaning  "Yahweh 
made  to  is  salvation.”  Jesus  is  the  Son  of 
his  future  God,  meaning  he  is  fully  God. 
he  world.  Also,  Jesus  is  declared  to  be  Son 
1  plan  is  of  Man  indicating  Jesus  is  fully 
le  is  the  human.  Being  human,  we 


struggle  daily  with  the  problem 
of  sin.  Jesus,  being  human,  was 
able  to  identify  with  every  per¬ 
son.  He  knows  and  under-' 
stands  about  heartaches,  suffer¬ 
ing,  rejection,  and  about  being 
tempted  to  sin.  Jesus,  being 
divine,  was  able  to  pay  the 
price  for  our  sin.  Because  of  his 
great  love  for  every  person,  he 
gave  his  life  as  payment  for  our 
sin.  He  is  the  long-awaited 
Messiah  and  Savior! 

God  with  us  (Matt.  1:22-23). 
"And  thev  shall  call  his  name 
Immanuel,  which  is  translated 
"God  with  usrt  (v.23b). 
Matthew  used  the  words  of 
Isaiah  7:14  to  declare  Jesus  as 
the  ultimate  fulfillment  of 
God's  Word.  The  Old 
Testament  promised  that  God 
was  with  his  people,  and  the 
Tabernacle  and  the  Temple 
were  symbols  of  his  divine 
presence.  Now  the  New 
Testament  is  proclaiming  how 
Jesus  had  come  in  the  flesh  to 
dwell  among  people.  At  the 


end  of  Jesus'  earthly  ministry 
he  told  his  disciples:  "Unless  I 
go  away,  the  Comforter  will  not 
come  to  vou"  (John  16:7b). 
Today  God  dwells  in  us  as  the 
Holy  Spirit  —  what  a  wonder¬ 
ful  turn! 

Have  you  welcomed  the 
long-awaited  Messiah  into 
vou  heart?  As  you  read 
Mat  hew  1,  do  you  see  the  clear 
picti  re  of  God  and  his  great 
love  for  mankind?  God  is  with 
us!  1  y  to  ignore  the  highly  reli- 
giou ;  figures  who  have  "fallen 
or  ot  ler  believers  in  whom  you 
have  been  disappointed.  Look 
orly  to  Jesus  —  ne  is  the  only 
true  nd  perfect  picture  of  God. 
God  the  Father,  Jesus  his  Son 
and  ie  Holy  Spirit  desire  your 
love,  surrender,  and  commit- 
men-  During  this  blessed 
Chri  tmas  season,  will  you 
glad!  welcome  the  promised 
Mess  ah  into  your  lifer 
L  ipy  holidays! 

De  iglas  is  a  member  of  First 
Chi  n  i,  Columbus. 


a  miracle  from  heaven,  promise,  only  that  he  did  ful-  her  as  well. 

Perhaps  this  is  the  first  rill  it.  God  keeps  his  promises  to 

New  Year  without  a  Simeon's  praise  in  verses  29-  his  children.  His  Word  is  to  be 
blessed  loved  one  and  32  further  declared  God's  plan  believed,  trusted  and  obeyed, 

you're  wondering  for  his  Son.  This  blessed  cmld  Whenever  we  face  the  question 

whether  or  not  God  will  would  be  One  who  would  seek  of  faithfulness  in  the  face  of 

break  through  and  com-  to  bridge  the  gap  between  the  uncertainty,  may  God  call  to 

fort  your  soul.  The  pat-  Gentiles  and  Goa  as  well  (v.  32).  mind  the  likes  of  Simeon  and 

tern  I  see  in  the  scrip-  What  must  have  run  through  Anna  and  Mary.  They  acted  on 

.  tures  is  that  God  is  the  minds  of  these  young  par-  what  the  believed  God  was  say- 

but  what  a  blessed  event  this  blessing  on  our  chil-  Jim  Phillips  always  faithful  to  those  ents  as  they  heard  these  strange  ing  to  them  .  They  held  out 

has  been.  In  keeping  with  the  dren  and  homes.  who  wait  on  him  in  faith,  predictions?  This  baby  was  hope  even  as  they  watched  the 

law  of  Moses,  Mary  and  Joseph  Receiving  them  at  the  tern-  Simeon  and  Anna  both  believed  indeed  the  promised  Messiah  passing  of  time.  God  proves 
brought  the  baby  Jesus  to  the  pie  in  Jerusalem  that  day  was  a  that  the  place  to  watch  for  the  which  all  of  Israel  had  been  himself  through  the  study  and 

temple  to  dedicate  him  to  God  man  and  a  woman  in  search  of  hand  of  God  meeting  their  need  hoping  for.  They  too  were  meditation  of  his  Word.  Desire 

(vv.  22-  23).  It  would  also  be  a  promise.  God  had  promised  was  in  the  temple.  While  faith-  awaiting  the  fulfillment  of  the  in  your  heart  right  now  to  hold 

necessary  to  make  an  offering  Simeon  and  Anna  tnat  they  fully  serving  and  watching  God  promises  of  God  for  a  [Deliverer,  to  the  promises  he  reveals  to 

in  keeping  with  the  need  for  a  would  actually  witness  the  broke  in  and  changed  their  *  Simeon  went  on  to  reveal  to  you.  He  will  not  allow  you  to 

new  mother's  purification.  The  arrival  of  the  Messiah  at  some  remaining  days  on  earth.  Mary  that  this  child  would  be  forsaken  of  disappointed, 

offering  of  doves  or  pigeons  point  prior  to  their  deaths  (vv.  There's  no  greater  time  than  become  one  who  would  break  May  God's  richest  blessing 

was  evident  of  Joseph's  simple  z6;  36-  38).  Not  only  had  the  an  approaching  new  year  to  her  heart  too  (vv.  34-  35).  When  be  yours  in  1997.  May  you 

and  meager  ways  (v.  24).  mighty  and  majestic  magi  been  commit  the  promises  of  God  to  Mary  fully  understood  what  come  to  know  him  like' never 

Baptists  traditionally  draw  clued  in  to  what  God  was  your  memory  and  heart.  God  this  prediction  was  we  can't  be  before  and  may  your  love  for 

from  this  example  and  others  doing,  even  these  simple  senior  blesses  best  those  who  are  sure.  She  only  knew  that  from  his  Word  grow  greater  with  the 

whereby  we  dedicate  our  chil-  saints  were  privy  to  tne  handi-  expecting  his  blessing  (Isa.  the  outset  of  Gabriel's  revela-  passing  of  the  year.  Praying 

dren  to  the  Lord.  A  parental  work  of  God.  40:31).  We're  not  certain  how  tion  to  her  for  her  pending  God's  grace  upon  you  all! 

responsibility  to  God  is  to  Maybe  this  Christmas  for  long  either  of  these  two  waited  pregnancy  (Luke  1:31),  God's  Phillips  is  pastor' North 

acknowledge  children  as  a  gift  you  has  been  one  of  waiting  for  for  the  fulfillment  of  God's  promises  had  been  fulfilled  to  Greenwood  Church,  Greenwood. 


divine.missibn  of  Jesus,  -v"  God  indicates  that  he  too  is  Jesus  did  not  choose  to  stay  on 
The  Desire  to  Vpleased  with  his  son.  Yet/he  also  the  mountain  in  the  special 
Preserve  the  Moment  had  a  command  for  Peter  and  booths  Peter  was  prepared  to 

(17:4).  Human  beings  the  others:  Listen  to  Jesus.  God  build.  Instead,  Jesus  took  the 

naturally  desire  to  cling  wanted  the  apostles  to  know  for  three  down  the  mountain  and 

to  things  that  they  find  sure  who  they  were  following,  commanded  them  not  to  tell  of 

pleasing.  Simon  Peter  The  time  would  come  when  it  this  vision  until  Jesus  was 

was  so  taken  by  this  glo-  would  be  easy  to  wonder  if  raised  from  the  dead.  No  doubt 

rious  experience  that  he  things  were  really  as  they  they  did  not  fully  understand 

wanted  to  preserve  it  seemed.  Even  John  the  Baptist  what  he  was  talking  about 

Twelve:  Peter,  James,  and  John,  these  ideas  certainly  fit  Ronald  Bishop  forever.  He  offered  to  wondered  if  Jesus  really  was  the  until  after  the  fact.  Only  then 

One  finds  Jesus  alone  with  the  New  Testament  build  three  booths  or  Messiah.  God  knew  that  the  dis-  could  they  realize  the  lmpor- 

these  three  on  several  occasions  understanding  of  Jesus.  During  small  tabernacles,  one  for  Jesus,  ciples  would  need  memorable  tance  of  this  experience  that 

in  the  gospels,  but  this  is  one  of  the  transfiguration,  Moses  ana  one  for  Moses,  and  one  for  reminders  like  this  to  strengthen  God  had  allowed  them  to  share 

the  most  memorable.  The  trans-  Elijah  appeared  and  talked  with  Elijah.  Some  worship  experi-  their  faith  when  Jesus  would  be  with  Jesus, 

figuration  occurred  almost  a  Jesus.  Some  scholars  suggest  ence!  How  long  has  it  been  physically  absent.  The  transfiguration  surely 

week  after  the  Caesarean  that  Moses  represented  the  Law  since  you  did  not  want  to  leave  The  Lesson  for  the  Disciples  proved  to  be  a  constant 

Confession  record  ed^/in  or  Torah,  the  first  five  books  of  churcn,  rather  than  wondering  (17:6-9).  Hearing  the  voice  of  reminder  not  only  to  the'  three 

Matthew  16.  the  Hebrew  Bible.  Elijah  is  how  much  longer  it  would  last!  God  caused  the  three  disciples  who  witnessed  it,  but  also  to 

The  Transformation  of  Jesus  thought  to  represent  the  Peter  enjoyed  his  time  with  to  fall  on  their  faces  in  worsnip.  those  to  whom  they  told  their 

(17:1-3).  Much  about  the  trans-  prophets;  for  he  is  the  only  Jesus,  but  tnis  was  the  greatest.  Like  Isaiah,  the  disciples  were  memories.  In  the  days  when 
figuration  experience  is  a  mys-  prophet  whose  life  did  not  end  The  Voice  of  the  Father  awed  by  God's  power  and  con-  the  early  Christians  would  be 
tery,  but  it  is  clear  that  it  was  a  in  death.  If  this  was  the  meaning  (17:5).  Peter  was  still  speaking  cern  for  them.  Sensing  their  persecuted  and  threatened 

phenomenal  spiritual  experi-  for  the  inclusion  of  Moses  and  when  God  interrupted.  Perhaps  amazement,  Jesus  instructed  with  death,  remembering  such 

ence.  Jesus  and  the  three  aisci-  Elijah,  the  purpose  of  the  trans-  God's  statement  put  the  finish-  them  to  rise  and  not  to  be  afraid,  vivid  stories  would  help  to  pre- 

pies  withdrew  to  a  high  moun-  figuration  experience  may  have  ing  touch  on  this  experience  that  Upon  opening  their  eyes,  they  serve  the  faith  of  the  followers 

tain.  There  Jesus'  face  and  his  been  to  show  that  the  scriptures  the  three  apostles  would  discovered  tnat  Moses  and  of  Jesus. 

garments  were  changed,  taking  of  the  Hebrews,  symbolized  by  remember  all  their  lives.  Moses  Elijah  had  disappeared.  Only  Bishop  teaches  philosophy  and 
on  a  bright  glow.  In  Jewish  ana  the  representatives  of  the  Law  and  Elijah  had  given  their  Jesus  stood  before  them.  religion  at  Jones  County  Junior 

Christian  literature  light  and  and  the  Prophets,  attested  to  the  approval  to  Jesus' mission.  Now  Peter's  request  was  denied.  College,  Ellisville. 


seek  and  find  Jesus.  exalted  self  image  or  to  main-  Creator  and  Savior.  These  three 

A  pretense  of  worship  tain  their  standing  in  the  com-  actions  were  culminated  in 

(2:3-  8).  Herod,  the  King,  munity  and  social  circles,  genuine  worship  of  Jesus  —  he 

was  troubled  to  hear  Listen  to  the  words  of  Jesus:  alone  is  worthy  of  opr  praise, 

about  a  King  ofythe  Jews  “God  is  Spirit,  and  those  who  love,  and  adoration, 

being  born.  He  pretended  worship  him  must  worship  in  Genuine  worship  always 
to  want  information  spirit  and  truth"  (John  4:24).  includes  giving.  The  magi  gave 
about  baby  Jesus  so  he  An  expression  of  genuine  gold,  the  most  precious  metal 
could  worship  him.  What  worship  (2:9-  11).  Tne  star  and  associated  with  royalty, 

were  the  reasons  for  guided  the  magi  to  Jesus.  Four  They  also  gave  frankincense,  a 

who  is  worthy  of  all  adoration,  are  depicted  in  Cynthia  Douglas  Herod's  deceitful  verbs  in  verse  11  express  the  costly  incense  used  only  in 

praise,  and  love.  Adults  are  Christmas  plays  as  7  actions?  Political  unrest  actions  of  the  magi:  they  came,  most  special  occasions  and 

wise  when  they  worship  the  representing  3  kings),  their  existed,  Herod  was  frightened  they  saw,  they  fell  down,  they  associated  with  deity.  The  third 

King  by  living  a  Godly  life,  names,  where  they  were  from,  to  see  this  group  of  magi  from  worshiped  him!  These  actions  gift  was  myrrh,  a  perfume 

What  is  your  response  to  the  or  how  they  travelled.  But  we  the  East  because  he  feared  their  are  an  expression  of  genuine  which  could  represent  a  gift  for 

promised  Messiah?  Do  you  do  know  they  were  seeking  motives,  and  he  was  distraught  worship.  Worship  always  a  mortal,  symbolizing  the 

now  down,  worship,  and  "the  King  of  the  Jews."  The  about  the  possibility  of  a  threat  involves  a  coming  to  Jesus  -  a  humanity  of  Jesus, 

adore  him?  Bible  does  not  tell  how  the  to  his  position  as  king.  longing  to  be  in  his  presence  What  is  your  response  to  the 

A  desire  to  worship  (Matt,  magi  knew  a  King  had  been  Even  today  the  problem  of  a  and  commune  with  him.  promised  Messiah?  Are  you 

2:1-  2).  After  the  birth  of  Jesus  bom  but  verse  2  says  "we  have  pretense  of  worship  exists.  Worship  involves  seeing.  True,  willing  to  come  to  him  in  faith, 

in  Bethlehem,  Magi  came  from  seen  his  star  in  the  bast."  People  misuse  their  religious  we  do  not  see  Jesus  with  our  bow  down  in  humility,  and 

the  east  to  worship  him.  This  The  magi  had  one  clear  pur-  beliefs  to  gain  power,  to  physical  eyes  as  they  did.  worship  the  One  who  created 
event  was  probably  months  pose  which  was  to  worship  maneuver  and  control  other  However,  when  we  come  to  you,  loves  you,  and  has  pre- 
after  the  birtn  of  Jesus  because  Jesus.  To  worship  is  a  human  people,  and  even  misuse  the  him  we  do  see  spiritually  his  pared  eternal  life  for  you? 

in  verse  II  Jesus  is  referred  to  response  to  the  divine.  Also  church  -  the  chosen  bride  of  divine  nature,  his  love,  and  the  People,  who  are  wise,  still  seek 

as  a  young  child.  Also,  Mary  worship  means  to  bow  down,  Christ!  Some  adults  view  wor-  fullness  of  his  attributes.  Him! 

and  Jesus  were  in  a  house,  not  to  reverence,  and  is  a  matter  of  ship  and  the  church  as  "What's  Worship  involves  falling  down  Douglas  is  a  member  of  First 
in  the  manger  setting.  Little  the  heart  as  praise  and  adora-  in  it  for  me?"  Others  use  pre-  which  means  a  complete  hum-  Church,  Columbus. 

information  is  known  about  the  tion  are  given.  Wise  men  still  tend  worship  to  reinforce  tneir  bling  of  self  to  the  One  who  is 


Life  and  Work 

Worship  the  promised  Messiah 

Matthew  2 


"Wise  men  still  seek  Him"  is 
a  familiar  Christmas  saying. 
Jesus  is  the  promised  Messiah 


magi,  or  wise  men. 
We  do  not  know  how 
many  came  (3  gifts 


Explore  the  Bible 

A  glorious  revelation 

Matthew  17:1-9 

The  transfiguration  is  one  of  brightness  usually 
the  experiences  Jesus  shared  indicate  holiness, 
with  tne  inner  circle  of  the  divinity,  or  purity.  All 


Family  Bible  Series 

Believe  God's  promises 

Luke  2:22,  25-38 

I  picture  Mary  still  aglow  at  from  the  Lord  as  well 
this  point.  Just  over  a  week  has  as  express  to  him  our 
passed  since  her  baby  was  bom  desire  to  have  his 
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Gifts  of  Honor  and 
Memory 

A  portion  of  The  Village  View  is  allocated  each 
month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memoiy. 
Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute 
to  others  through  this  sensitive,  meaningful  and 
helpful-  medium.  This  feature  is  hopefully 
designed  to  further  honor,  with  taste  and  respect, 
those  who  are  and  have  been  special  to  our  special 
friends. 


NOV.  t,  1996- 
NOV.  30, 1996 

HONORS 

Mr.  A  Mis.  PHe  Akkay 
Mr.  A  Mr*.  Peny  Spra  berry 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Doug  Atkins 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Memll  Norvell 
Mr.  A  Mis.  David  Bailey 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  A.  Gu Hedge 
Mr.  Norma  ad  BeUslc 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Merrill  Norvell 
Mr.  Ted  Bernstein 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Merrill  Norvell 
Mis.  Dee  Boykin 
Mr.  Charles  Benton 
Mr.  Dan  Brask  ;V  ^ 

Mr.  A  Mr*.  Memll  Norvell 
Mr.  Keith  Brekke 
Mr.  A  Mix  Memll  Norvell 
Mr.  A  Mis.  Jack  Briggs 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Merrill  Norvell 
Bro.  Billy  Bnualleid 
Immanuel  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  A  Mis.  Percy  Buntin 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  W.  L.  Brewer  A  family 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Tom  Foy 
Mr.  A  Mis.  Merrill  Norvell 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Earl  GiBoa 
Mr.  Charles  W.  Holmes 
Mr.  Brian  Hargreaves 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Merrill  Norvell 
Mr.  Rodney  Hayes 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Merrill  Norvell 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Clark  Hemley 
Mrs.  Sue  P.  Davis 
Mrs.  Bearie  Horton 
Paul  Truitt  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  Scott  Howie 
Mr.  A  Mi*.  Merrill  Norvell 


Mr  A  Mr*.  Merrill  Norvell 

Mr.  Jooat  Jansen 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Memll  Norvell 
Ms.  Linda  KadoaofT 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Memll  Norvell 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Daa  Lewis 
Mrs.  J.  B  Lewis 

Maims  W  hingham  Sunday  School 

Major  Jerald  J.  Herring 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Earl  McGafflra 

Mi*.  Ruth  M.  Ratchford 
Mr.  Aatonio  Mendoza 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Memll  Norvell 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  John  Moody 
Mr  A  Mi*.  Memll  Norvell 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Steve  Nabers 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Memll  Norvell 
Vlr.  A  Mrs.  Jack  Phipps 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Memll  Norvell 
Ms.  Vera  Lillian  Price 
Franklin  Jr  High  School 
Mr.  Nicholas  Radford 
Mr  A  Mrv  Merrill  Norvell 
Mr  Jun  Shimi/u 
Mr  A  Mrs  Memll  Nijrvcll 
Ms.  Patsy  Tindle 
Franklin  Jr  High  School 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Patrick  Weatherford 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Memll  Norvell 
Mrs.  fL  S.  Anita  Winlon 
First  Baptist  Church 

MEMORIALS 

Mr.  Robert  Able 

Ms  Mary  Lou  Lon  Hinds  Community 
College 

Mr.  R.  B.  Adams 
Mr  A  Mrs  Joe  H  Cleveland 
Mr  Robert  Adams 
Mrs  Rosa  B  W'ade 
Mr.  Rod  Adams 

Mr  A  Mrs  Dan  W  Southerland  Jr 


Mrs.  Barbara  Adams 

Ms.  Nadine  E.  Farish 

Mrs.  Lorene  Anderson 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  David  A  Matthew 
White 

Mr.  Gene  Austin 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Harold  Ward 
Mr.  Roy  Eugene  Austin 
Mr.  A  Mrs  William  Rex  Panerson 
Mr.  Quitman  Bain 
Mr  A  Mrs  W  D  Hobby 
Mrs.  Jo  Baird 
Mrs.  Sam  B.  Bounds 
Mrs.  Joyce  A  Chamberlain 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Combs 
Mr*.  Hazel  Flora 
Ms.  Martha  B.  Whitmire 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  J  W  Young  Jr. 
Shuqualak  Baptist  Church 
Mr*.  Hazel  Collins 
Mrs.  Lizetie  M.  Brewster 
Mrs.  fclvira  R.  Francisco 
Employees  of  Brooksville  Post 
Ml*.  L.  C.  Phillips 
Mr.  Shaw  Baker 
Mr.  A  Mr*.  Duke  E.  Manning 
Mr.  Joe  Balducd 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  John  Hobbs 
Mr.  Curtis  Ball 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Daniel  Lee 
Mr.  David  C  Lee 
Mr.  Thurmaa  Beardea 
Mr.  A  Mr*.  Edward  G.  Cole  HI 
Mr.  Willie  Betwon 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  W.  C  Arendak 
Mrs.  Samuel  H.  Beatty 
Mr*.  Charles  O.  Ray 
j  Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  L.  Travis 
Mr.  Ramon  Bewiey 
Dr.  A  Mr*.  Fred  W.  Me E wen  Jr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  E.  L.  Bingham 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sieve  Bingham 
Mr.  Walter  Bishop 

Ms.  Cindy  Williams  — - 

Mrs.  Hettie  Blanchard 
Mr.  A  Mr*.  Ira  Lee  Kirtpatnck  Jr. 
Ms.  Katherine  Hammond  Blanton 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  W  Hammond  Sr. 
Mi*.  Nell  Hammond 
Mr*.  Dee  Boykin 

Mr.  A  Mr*.  Elmer  L.  Roberts  _ * 

Mr.  Melvin  Bradshaw 
Mr*.  William  M.  Jones 
Ms.  Elizabeth  Hughes  Bradshaw 
Mr  A  Mrs  Robert  T  Word 


Mr  Melvin  Bradshaw 
Ms.  Elizabeth  Tate 
Mr  Ruddle  Brandon 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Rodney  Bevill 
Mr.  Robert  Bruflf 
Mv  Billie  C  MeCullv 
Mr  George  Buchanan 
Mr  A  Mrs  John  L.  Henderson 
Vlr  Johnnie  Burk  halier 
Mr.  A  Mi*.  Dan  W  Southerland  Jr 
Marshall  Randolph  Bums 
Mr.  A  Mrs  M.  H  Anderson 
Moms  Burns 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  George  C.  Chadwick 
Mr.  Randolph  Bums 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Buddy  Kirkland 
Randolph  Bums 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Everett  Wilson 
Mrs.  Geraldine  Burruy 
North  Greenwood  BUptist  Church 
Mr  A  Mrs.  William  A  Switzer 
Mrs  Nell  Byrd 
Mrs  Mera  C  Hall 
Mr.  H  M  Campbell 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Ted  T.  Shook 
Mr  James  Madison  Camell 
Mr  A  Mis  James  A  Kidd 
Mrs.  Martha  Ann  Carnes 
Mrs.  Ronald  .Anderson 
Mrs.  Wilburn  Lenoir 
Mrs.  William  Lenoir 
Mr.  Cecil  Leroy  Carpenter  Sr 
Morgan  Chapel  Baptist  Church 
First  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Bruce  V.  Strohminger 
Mr.  Prentiss  Curler 
Mr  A  Mrs  W  D  Hobbs 
Eiileen  Chaffin 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Howard  B  Grubbs 
Ms.  Dorothy  Chance 
Mr  A  Mrs  Ronald  McPhail 
Mrs.  Louse  E.  Chapman 
Mr  A  Mr*.  Ernest  L.  Scruggs 
Mrs.  Joyce  Chappell 
Mr*.  Floy  d  Griffin 
Mr.  Dewitt  Clark 
Mr.  A  Mi*  Alan  E.  Cross 
Mr.  Troy  Cobb 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Truman  Aldridge 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Dan  W  Southerland  Jr. 
Mr*.  SaHe  Cobh 
Mr  A  Mrs  Mike  Beattie 
Mr*.  Surah  Coker 
„  Mr  A  Mr*  Baddy  Godboid 
Mr.  Joe  Conner 
Dr.  A  Mrs  Jack  Freeman 
Mn.ln>tMq 
Mr  A  Mrv  Curtis  Cooley 
Mrv  Lauee  Cooley 
Rev  A  Mrs  Howard  T 
Scarborough 
Mr.  Frauds  Cooper 
Mr  A  Mrs  Henrv  C  Munbead  Jr. 
Mr.  Jmuea  Cooper 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Herbert  Hulsey 
Mr*.  Jackie  Jones 


Mr.  A  Mrv  Alan  E.  Cross 
Mr.  Ben  Cox 
Mr*  J  B  Stroud 
Mr.  Homer  Cruse  - 
Mr  Clinton  E  Wallace 
Mr.  Clareuce  Cotrefl 
Mi*.  June  T.  Shaw 
Rev.  Clarence  Cotrefl 
Mr*.  Sue  P  Davis 
Mrs.  Curbs  Hall 
Dr  A  Mrv  Fred  W  McEwen  Jr 
Mrv  M.  S.  Davis 
Mr.  A  Mrs  James  L.  Travis 
Ms.  NM  Y.  Davis 
Mr.  A  Mrs  A.  M  Horton 

Mr.  A  Mr*.  Hilbert  Shier* 

Mr.  Cari  Deutoo 
Graeber  Brother*.  Inc 
Mr.  A  Mr*.  David  Doss 
Mt.  4.Mrs  Perry  Sprabcrry 
Mv  Roby  Dickey 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Ronald  E  Carlyle 
Mr.  James  Dtxoo  _ 

Mr  A  Mr*  Devon  Pope 


Mrs  Mera  C  Hall 

Ms.  Mabel  Donavan 
Mr  A  Mrs  Moran  M.  Pope  Jr 
Mr.  Jim  Dupuy 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Harn  A.  Williams 
Mr.  Jack.  Sr.  Eatoa 
Mr  A  Mrs  Richie  Defenbaugh 
Dr.  Mary  Ann  Edge  --  ^ 

Ms  Anita  H  Burt 
Mrv  Bea  Hynum  Evans 
Ms.  Mary  Lou  Lott  Hinds 
Community  College 
Ms.  Jeanette  Finch 
Mr.  A  Mrs  James  L.  Travis 
Mr*.  Ruby  Fletcher 
Mr  A  Mrs.  O  Theron  Poole 
Mrs.  Alice  Pearl  French 
Mr  A  Mrs.  James  E  Sandidge 
Mr*.  Eloise  liilmorv 
Mrs  Fannie  Mae  Scon  A  Family 
Mr*.  Marqucrite  Givens 
Ms  Lynda  M  Cox 
Mr  A  Mrs  Noah  M  Mills 
Mr*.  Mae  Graves 
Mrv  Mildred  H.  Stamps 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Bnan  Carlisle 
Mr.  A  Mrs  John  Edward  Myers 
Mr  John  Kevin  Myers 
Mrv  Bert  Grayson 
Mr.  Dw  ight  L.  Chance 
Oak  vale  Baptist  Church 
Mrv  L.  L  Green 
Ms.  Cuihieen  C  Parker 
Mrv  Faye  Gressctt 
Mrs.  Anna  C.  Johnson 
Mrv  Bertha  Ham 
Eastside  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Ednth  Miller 
Mamie  Suns 
Mr.  Bobby  Hamilton 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  David  Denson 
Mrv  Alice  Harbin 
Mrs.  Larry  S.  Benson 
Mv  Jewell  Hedgepeth 
Mr  A  Mrs  James  R.  Rogers 
Mrv  Willie  Mae  Hendrix 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Waller  R.  Cole 
Mr.  Joe  Howard  Hickman 
Mrs.  Ins  B  Masses ' 

XU.  Lots  Hid 
Mr  &  Mrs  R  B.  Hill 
Mary  Am  Hill 

Mr.  &  Mrs  Ron  Stkfcn  &  Mace 

Mr.  W.  W.  Hite 
Ms  Nadine  E  Fansh 
Mr.  Bobby  Hobat 
Mr.  A  Mr*.  Eugene  Bigham  III 
Mr.  Cedi  Holland 
Mrs.  Cecil  O.  Holland 
Mr.  Cedi  Freak  Sr.  HnBitu 
Mr.  A  Mrv  Paul  J.  Jaggars 
Mr.  Jama  HaKagnrorth 
Ora  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  Jote  W.  Unhurt 
Mr  A  Mr*  Hale  Singletars  Jr 
Mr.  Joba  Hnhart 
Mr  A  Mrv  Ronald  E  Carivie 
Mr.  WBhn  Pool  Hooea 
Mr.  A  Mr*  George  Thomas 
Mr.  A  Mrs  B.  A.  Anders 
Mr  A  Mr*  Buddy  Kirkland  r 
Mv  Evelyn  Turner  Hood 
Mr  and  Mrs.  Steve  Bingham 
Mr.  Elmer  Howdl 
Mr  A  Mrs  Jesse  L  Howell  Jr. 

Mv  Oeo  Sedan  Homer 
Miss  Dorothy  Harrelson 
Mr.  Barksdale  I omoa 
Mr  A  Mrs  Wane  Johnson 
Mv  Mdedy  Am{  Jackaoa 
Mr  A  Mrs  Lee  How  ard 
Mrv  Jcarie  Shm  Jewklm 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  WilUam  PeetyTimlty~ 


Mrs  Dorothy  T  Lange 

Mr.  John  B.  kimbro 
Mr  A  Mrs  Hubert  H  Haynes 
Mr.  Herbert  king 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Ronald  Scldcn 
Mrv  Mary  Beth  kipp 
'  ^  Mr  A  Mrs.  Steve  Weeks 
Joy  Lackey 

Mrs.  LaVonne  L  Bishop  x 
Mr  A  Mrs  Rice  Maddox 

Doris  Ladner 
Mr  A  Mrs  Donald  B  Wall 

Mrv  Ruby  Lally 
Crosby  Baptist  Church 

Mr.  Earl  Langenstein 
Mr  A  Mrs.  G.  M.  Anglin 

Mrv  Mattie  La&hley 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Sam  Lackev 

Ms.  Billy  Ray  l -aster 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Robert  L  Meager  Jr. 

\lr.  Luke  Le Blanc 
Mr  A  Mrs  Roger  E  W  hite 

Mrv  Reba  Lee 
Mr  A  Mrs  Jack  B  Martin 

Mv  Lucille  Lee 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Robert  Fulmer 

Miss  Jimmie  Lewis 
Mrs  Jack  M.  Simmons 

Mv  Sy  bil  Ligon 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Jack  Gamer 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Randy  Johnson 

Mr.  Dalton  Lofton 
Mrs  Irene  L  Bnsier 
Mr.  William  Long 
Mr  A  Mrs.  John  D.  McCreary 

Mrv  Lydia  Long 
Mrs.  Dorothy  W.  Shaw 

Mrv  Conrad  Longfellow 
Mrs  Dorothy  K.  Allen 

Mrv  Edith  Lott 
Ms.  Ann  Denton 
Ms  Mary  Lou  Lon 

Mr.  Jessie  Lee  Lovorn 
Valley  Park  Homemakers  Club 
Mrv  Jessie  Lovorn 
Mr*.  Rosa  M.  Miller 
Mr.  HUbern  Luke 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Carl  C.  Lowry 
Mrv  Mavis  Lunceford 
Mi*.  Grace  B.  Lunceford 
Col.  A  Mr*.  Joe  E.  Lunceford 
Mr.  Nick  Monad 
Mr.  A  Mr*.  Larry  A.  Cooley 
Mr.  Joba  Madia 
Mr  A  Mrs  W  J  McDill 
Mrs.  Liie  McAdory 
Mr  A  Mr*.  Lamar  E  Arthur 
Mr.  Bobby  McChriatfaa 
Graeber  Brothers  Inc 
Mrv  Birdie  Fowler  McCoo I 
Mr.  A  Mr*.  Jackie  Lamastus 
Mv  Mrrf  McCormick 
Mr  A  Mrs  Donald  B  Wall 
Mrv  Loo  McDonald 
Early  Bud  Walkers 
Mrv  Loatoe  McDonald 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Bill  Crawford 
Mr.  A  Mr*.  Robert  L.  Tavior 
D’Lain  McGee 
Mr.  Charles  Montgomery 
Mrv  Mabel  McNcnl  ... ,  . 

McAdams  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  Darrel  Charted  McPhail 
Mrs.  Martene  V  McPhail 
w.  sw iii  vieooers 
Ms  Juanita  Butler 
Mr.  Bil  Mkldletoa  Jr.  v 
Lots  Middleton  A  farralv  ^ 
Mrv  Jarir  Middleton 
Ms  Louie  M.  Carter 
Mrv  Roby  Middleton  and  Brett 
Mr.  A  Mi*.  Donald  K  Robbins 


Mr  A  Mrs.  Curtis  B.  Cockrell 

Mrv  LurMne  Bland  Johnson 

Miss  Dorothy  Samuel 
Mr.  Corey  Jones 
Mr  William  G  Lindsay  DDS 
Mv  Hnaanh  Patterson  Jones 
Wesson  Baptist  Church 
Miss  Mable  Y  Gaston 
Mr*  Bob  McCreary 


Rev.  Emmett  Moak 

Dr  Thomas  C.  Turner 

Mrs  Martha  Bailey 
Mrs  Ester  Lee  Jackson 
Mrs  W  Emmitt  Moak 
Mr  a  Mrs  Louie  M<*ak 

\lr.  Clarence  Montgomery 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Donald  E  Perkins 
Mrv  Dorothy  Mooney 
Mr  A  Mrs  Calvin  E  Harvey 
Mrv  Dorothv  Moore 
Ora  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  Hamid  Murry 
Mr  A  Mrs  James  A  Kidd 
Mr.  Joe  Myers 
Ms  Frances  T.  Creel 
Ms  Ann  Myers 
Rev  A  Mrs  Myers 
Mr  A  Mrs  John  L  Prine 
Mr.  Wesley  Nall 
Mr.<A  Mrs  terry  Champion 
Mr.  Tucker  Neely 
Miss  Fay  Parker 
Mrv  H.  L.  Nichoiv  Jr 
Mr.  A  Mrs  W  H  Hamberlin 
Mr.  Henry  Nixon 
Reedy  Acres  Staff  -  BCY 
Ms.  Jessie  Pearl  Nolen 
Ms.  Ethel  Fulford 
Mr.  John  O'Gwynn 
Mr  W  D.  Gordon 
Mrs.  Nola  O’Neal 
Auburn  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  James  Orr 
Concord  Baptist  Church 
Mrv  Bertha  Owen 
Mrs  Mera  C  Hall 
Mv  Hellen  i Booth)  Owens 
Mrs  Joan  McKee 
Mrv  Nell  Pace 
Mr*  Ray  A  Whelan  Jr. 

Mrv  W.  K.  Pace 
Mr  A  Mrs  Paul  E  Case 
Mr.  Dale  Perkins 
Mr  A  Mrs  W  D  Hobbv 
Mr.  Mike  Phillips 
Mrs  Charles  O.  Ray 
Mr.  Kenneth  Polk 
Mr  A  Mrs  Mike  Davis 
Mrv  Price 

Mr  A  Mrs  Roger  E  Scarborough 

Mrv  Vera  Lillian  Price 
Mrs.  Adrian  S  Haggard 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Calvin  Lucas  Jr. 

Dr  James  H.  Pnee 
Mr*.  H.  L.  Thompson 
Mrs.  Opal  E  Graves 
Broadmoor  Baptist  Church 
Mrv  Lottie  Priddy 
Valley  Park  Homemakers  Club 
Mrv  Lillian  Pugh 
Mrs  Lucille  W  Bariev 
Mr.  Carroll  Quia 
Mrs  Dorothy  B.  Robertson 
Mr  A  Mrs  J  M  Tidwell 
Mv  Aitha  Mae  Rakestraw 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  A  Kidd 
Mrv  Berry  W  haynr  Ray 
Dr  A  Mis  Ray  A  Whelan  Jr 
Mr.  Earnest  M.  Renfroe 
Mr*.  Lois  A.  Cnswell 
Mr.  Herbert  Rkkv  Jr. 

Rev.  A  Mrs  William  F  Evans 


George  County  Baptist  AssocIlfJbu 

Mr.  Cortfe  MBIrr 

Lucedale  s  Womens  Chib 
Ms.  Bettye  Day  Adams 
Ms  Willie  Mae  Miller 
Mr.  James  Mimas  Sr. 

Mr  A  Mrs  Jim  Wade 
Mrv  W^efto  Mbkelh 
Mr  A  Mr*  Dan  W  Southerland  Jr. 
Mr*.  Lyon  G.  Johnson 


Drama  and  ballet  were  an  inspirational  part  of  the 
Christmas  presentation  by  FBC  Vicksburg  at  Powell  Chapel 
on  then  India  Nunnery  Cmpus.  Following  this  worship  time, 
FBC  Vicksburg  enjoyed  a  fellowship  time  with  BCV  young 
people. 


Carmen  Righv 
Mr  A  Mrs  Ted  T  Slu*ok 

Mr.  Roy  Ritchie 
Mr  A  Mrs  Frank  Singleton 

Mrs.  Sudie  Rives 
Mr  A  Mrs  Joe  T  Rives 
Mr  A  Mrs  David  Denson 

Mr.  W.  k.  -  Billv  *•  Roberts 
Morrison  Heights  Baptist  Church 
Paul  Nunnery  Sunday  School  Class 

Mr.  Leroy  Rogers 
Ora  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Mildred  Rogers 
Good  Hope  Baptist  Church 
Mv  Margaret  Howard  Rogers 
'  Ms  Mary  Lou  Lott  Hinds 
Community  College 
Mrv  Marie  Rush 
Mrs  Mera  C  Hall 
Mr.  Nathan  Russell 
Mr.  A  Mrs  James  M.  McIntosh 
Mrv  Ruth  Rutledge 
Miss  Dorothy  Harrelson 
Mr.  (arnuin  Van  Ryvsegbem 
Mr  Doug  Courtney 
Ms.  Cindy  Williams 
Mr.  John  Rytiedge.  Jr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs  Ray  Ford 
Mr.  Carl  Salyer 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Rickie  Tardo 
Mrv  Ruth  Sanders 
Miss  Fay  Parker 
Mv  Carol  Sanders 
Mrs.  Martha  Fail 
Mrv  Faye  Scott 
Mr  A  Mrs  Bill  H  Davis 
Mrv  Opal  Scott 
Mrs.  Mera  C.  Hall 
Rex  M.  and  Patricia  Shannon 
Rex  III  and  Heather  Anne 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Rex  M  Shannon  Jr 
Mr.  Ervin  Shaw 
Morgan  Chapel  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  F  L.  Morgan 
Mr.  B.  A.  Shelby 
Mrs.  Jeanette  H.  Selby 
Ms.  Florae  Shoemaker 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Eugene  Womack 
Mr.  Nolan  Ray  Shores 
Rev.  A  Mrs  Howard  T. 
Scarborough 
Mv  Peggy  Show* 

Ms.  Cindv  Williams 
Mv  Ella  Sides 

Mr.  A  Mr*.  Julian  E.  Sides  Jr-- 
Mv  Ella  Sides 
Graeber  Brothers  Inc 
Mks  Dora  Siik 
Mr*.  Dons  S  Puts  ear 
Mr.  A  Mrv  Adrian  Simmons 
Dr  A  Mr*.  Wendell  B  Holmes 
Mrv  Loan*  ~Sar~  Sims 
Mr  Lonnie  Sims 
Mv  Sae  Sims 
Mr.  Wessie  A  Crain 
Mv  Carofya  Singles 
Miss  Ruby  Singley 
Mrv  L.  B.  Sttgb 
Mr.  A  Mr*.  James  G  Mims 
Tatte  Blount  SHgfc 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Lewis  Sewell 


Michael  Smith  receives  a  gift  from  Strokers 
Motorcycle  Club  helper.  BCV  young  people 
enjoyed  fellowship,  refreshments  ,  and  gifts 
provided  by  the  Strokers. 


In  a  world 
filled  with 
- confusion ... 
Is  there  any 
hope? 

God's  desire  is  to  give  you 
hope. 

"For  I  am  not  ashamed  of  the 
gospel,  for  it  is  the  power  of 
Cod  for  salvation  to  everyone 
who  believes  .  .  . " 
Romans  1:1 6 

Sin  robs  us  of  thisi  life  of 
hope! 

" For  the  wages  of  sin  is 
death  ..." 
Romans  6:23 

Jesus  cares  for  you! 

"But  Cod  demonstrates  His 
own  love  toward  us,  in  that 
while  we  were  yet  sinners, 
Christ  died  for  us. " 
Romans  5:8 

It's  your  choice. 

You  must  decide  for  yourself  if 
you  are  willing  to  turn  from 
your  sins  and  ask  lesus  into 
your  heart. 

"If  you  confess  with  your 
mouth  lesus  as  Lord  and 
Mieve  in  your  heart  that 
Cod  raised  Him  from  the 
dead,  you  shall  he  saved  " 
Romans  10:9 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Southern  Baptist  church 
<  for  spiritual  guidance. 


Rankin:  Bold  Mission  Thrust  in  God's  hands 


JAC*KSON,  Miss.  (BP)  — 
Bold  Mission  Thrust  is  gaining 
momentum  and  is  well  on  its 
way  to  being  fulfilled  in  God's 
time  frame.  Foreign  Mission 
Board  President  Jerry  Rankin 
told  the  agency's  trustees  dur¬ 
ing  their  Dec.  8-11  meeting  in 
Jackson. 

Trustees  called  on  the 
-Southern  Baptist  Convention 
(SBC)  Executive  Committee-to 
rework  the  SBC  Cooperative 
Program  (CP)  allocation  formu¬ 
la  "as  a  tangible  demonstra¬ 
tion"  of  its  "heightened  focus 
on  missions." 

While  their  resolution  did 
not  spell  out  how  CP  receipts 
ought  to  be  divided,  it  clearly 
signaled  a  desire  for  an  increase 
in  foreign  missions  funding. 

Currently,  the  board  receives 
50%  of  all  funds  that  arrive 
undesignated  at  the  Executive 
Committee  from  states,  church¬ 
es,  or  individuals.  States  with¬ 
hold  anywhere  from  55%  to 
84%  of  the  funds  fpr  use  in  their 
area  before  sending  on  any 
money  to  SBC  causes. 

Rankin's  comments  chal¬ 
lenged  critics  who  claim  Bold 
Mission  Thrust  is  a  failure 
because  several  numerical  goals 
established  more  than  20  years 
ago  have  not  been  achieved. 

"Those  who,  with  pes¬ 
simism,  announce  the  failure  of 
Bold  Mission  Thrust  from  a  sta¬ 
tistical  analysis  are  absorbed 
with  human  programs  and 
plans  and  are  out  of  touch  with 
a  sovereign  God  who  is  moving 
in  providence  and  power  'that 
repentance  and  remission  of 
sins  should  be  preached  to  all 
nations,"'  Rankin  said.  "They 


are  locked  into  a  narrow 
denominational  view  that  has 
traditionally  'commended  our¬ 
selves  by  ourselves  and  mea¬ 
sured  ourselves  by  ourselves' 
rather  than  seeing  ciivine  activ¬ 
ity  through  a  filter  of  faith. 

"God  does  not  work  in  2%  or 
5%  annual  increments,  but  he 
unleashes  his  power  and  fulfills 
Jnis  purpose  in  a  'kairos'  o |- 
time,"  Rankin  said.  "The  spiri¬ 
tual  results  of  Bold  Mission 
Thrust  are  not  something  that 
can  be  planned  and  pro¬ 
grammed  in  man's  time  frame. 
We  can  only  come  to  him  with 
prepared  and  submissive 
hearts  and  focus  on  the  objec¬ 
tive  of  an  evangelized  world 
and  trusting  God  to  work 
through  what  we  offer  to  him." 

During  their  meeting,  trustees 
also  approved  a  proposal  creat¬ 
ing  a  new  category  for  mission¬ 
ary  appointment  —  an  appren¬ 
ticeship  —  that  eliminates  one  of 
the  hurdles  some  have  felt 
detoured  potential  missionary 
candidates  frdjn  the  field. 

The  new  apprenticeship  pro¬ 
gram  allows  candidates  to  go 
straight  to  the  mission  field 
from  seminary  without  the 
required  two  years  of  full-time 
work  experience  in  the  U.S. 

During  business  sessions 
trustees  also  approved: 

—  a  new  cnarter  to  be  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  SBC  Executive 
Committee  officially  changing 
the  FMB  name  to  the 
International  Mission  Board. 
The  name  change  is  expected  to 
take  effect  next  June. 

—  a  recommendation  from 
the  board's  location  study  com- 
inittee  that  the*  board's  head- 


Wolfe  resigns  pastorate 
to  foster  new  ministry 


MOBILE,  Ala.  (ABP)  — 
Prominent  Southern  Baptist 
leader  Fred  Wolfe  will  resign  the 
Alabama  pastorate  he  has  filled 
for  almost  a  quarter  century. 

Wolfe, 
once  a  candi¬ 
date  for  presi¬ 
dent  of  the 
Southern 
Baptist  Con¬ 
vention,  an¬ 
nounced  his 
decision  in  a 
letter  to  the 
7,80Q  mem¬ 
bers  of  Cot¬ 
tage  Hill 
Church  in  Mobile,  Ala.  He  said 
he  will  resign  Jan.  31,  1997,  to 
begin  a  "ministry  of  encourage¬ 
ment"  to  pastors  and  churches. 

"I  am  not  resigning  as  your 
pastor  because  I  am  tired, 
burned  out,  discouraged  or  dis¬ 
heartened,"  he  wrote.  "I  am  not 
under  pressure  from  anyone  or 
anything.  I  am  being  led  by 
God  to  a  new  ministry." 

His  new  endeavor,  he  said, 
will  be  called  "Barnabas,  A 
Ministry  of  Encouragement"  — 


Wolfe 


named  for  the  New  Testament 
disciple  who  bolstered  the  min¬ 
istry  of  the  Apostle  Paul. 

Wolfe,  58,  was  president  of 
the  influential  Southern  Baptist 
Pastors'  Conference  and  served 
two  years  as  chairman  of  the 
powerful  SBC  Executive 
Committee.  He  became  pastor 
of  Cottage  Hill  Church,  one  of 
Alabama's  largest,  in  1972. 

Wolfe  has  b6en  at  the  fore¬ 
front  of  the  conservative  move¬ 
ment  that  has  held  sway  in  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
since  1979.  in  1994  he  ran 
unsuccessfully  for  SBC  presi¬ 
dent,  losing  to  Orlando  pastor 
Jim  Henry  despite  the  endorse¬ 
ment  of  the  convention's  con¬ 
servative  leadership. 

Wolfe's  announcement  sur¬ 
prised  his  Mobile  congregation, 
which  is  in  the  midst  of  $6.5 
million  expansion  that  includes 
a  Christian  academy  scheduled 
to  open  next  September. 

Wolfe  said  he  planned  to  make 
his  announcement  in  January  but 
acted  earlier  "due  to  rumors  and 
speculation."  He  could  not  be 
reached  for  comment  Dec.  5. 


MAKING  THE  POINT  —  Mississippi  native  Jerry  Rankin,  president 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  Foreigh  Mission  Board  (FMB),  gestures  while 
addressing  new  missionaries  at  the  Dec.  8  missionary  appointment 
service  at  First  Church,  Jackson.  Rankin  told  FMB  trustees  meeting  in 
Jackson  Dec,  8-11  that  the  goals’ of  Bold  Mission  Thrust  will  be  ful¬ 
filled  in  God's  time  frame.  (Photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 


% 


uarters  remain  in  Richmond, 
ra.,  where  it  has  been  based 
since  its  beginning  in  1845. 

—  authorized  the  agency  to 
enter  Iceland  and  Greenland  as 
new  mission  fields.  The  board 
will  now  seek  missionary  per¬ 
sonnel  for  those  countries. 

—  honored  longtime  board 
employee  Thurmon  Bryant, 
who  is  retiring  after  four  years 


as  vice  president  of  the  office  of 
mission  personnel.  Bryant  was 
appointed  as  a  missionary  to 
Brazil  in  1958,  becoming  area 
director  for  eastern  South 
America  in  1978  and  serving 
until  1987.  He  served  as  associ¬ 
ate  vice  president  in  the  office 
of  mission  personnel  from  1987 
until  becoming  vice  president 
in  1993. 


Ron  Mumbouvr,  Ph  D. 
Minister  of  Counseling 
First  Church,  lackson 

I  regret  that ;  my  first  date 
after  more  than  a  year  as  >a 
widow  involved  sexual  contact. 
Should  I  break  off  the  relation¬ 
ship  and  start  again  with  some¬ 
one  else? 

Once  sexual  activity  is 
introduced  into  a  relation¬ 
ship,  it  is  very  difficult  to  stop 
—  unless  you  pray  earnestly, 
make  a  commitment  to  stop, 
seek  accountably  -from  § 
trusted  Christian  friend,  and 
avoid  compromising  situa¬ 
tions.  Before  you  break  off  the 
relationship,  answer  A  these 
questions: 

—  Is  the  other  person  a 
growing  Christian?  Are  you? 

—  Do  the  two  of  you  have 
similar  interests? 

—  Do  you  enjoy  spending 
time  with  him? 

—  When  the  sexual  rela¬ 
tionship  ends,  will  you  still  be 
interested  in  this  person? 

We  often  think  as  we  get 
older  that  we  shouldn't  have 
to  deal  with  issues  we 
resolved  at  a  younger  age,  but 
we  must  realize  that  we  will 
forever  be  spiritual  children 
in  need  of  tne  Father's  wis¬ 
dom  and  guidance.  Step  back, 
slow  down,  reevaluate,  and 
pray.  Look  at  this  person 


through  God's  eyes,  not 
through  physical  impulses. 

I  need  help  with  my  strong- 
willed  preschooler.  How  can  I 
break  her  willful  behavior  with¬ 
out  breaking  her  beautiful  spirit? 

Focus  on  her  beautiful  spir¬ 
it.  When  you  "catch",  her 
doing  right,  encourage  her.  Be 
more  proactive  in  your  parent¬ 
ing  and  spend  more  time  with 
her.  If  you  make  this  impor¬ 
tant  investment  now,  the  divi¬ 
dends  will  provide  a  great 
return  when  she  reaches  ado¬ 
lescence.  Accept  her  as  she  is 
and  affirm  her  strengths,  tal¬ 
ents,  and  abilities.  Children 
like  your  daughter  require 
large  amounts  of  attention  and 
affection.  If  she  can't  get  your 
attention  any  other  way,  she 
will  drive  you  to  spank  and 
otherwise  punisn  her. 
Discipline  is  important,  but 
you  must  make  sure  it  is 
appropriate  and  consistent. 
Sne  must  understand  that 
there  are  consequences  for 
deliberate  disobedience  of 
established  rules;  what  follows 
is  respect  and  growth  as  a  per¬ 
son.  An  excellent  resource  is 
Josh  McDowell's  "How  to  Be  a 
Hero  to  Your  Kids." 


Send  your  counseling  questions  to  LifeAnswers  c/o  The  Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  5 30, 
Jackson,  MS  39205-0530.  Please  be  brief.  Name  is  not  required.  Remember:  in  time  of  cri¬ 
sis.  your  pastor  can  make  recommendations  on  your  counseling  needs. 
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